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BILL NEMITZ
VITAL SIGNS
New COVID-19 cases ........70
Total cases .................69,904
7-day case average ..........70
New deaths ............................6
Total deaths ......................897
Hospitalizations ..................31
Fully vaccinated .....806,182
% of population .......59.97%

By ROB WOLFE
Staff Writer

A crowd of about 60 gath-
ered in Portland’s Lincoln 
Park on Saturday to call for 
federal action on legislation 
extending Medicare beneits 
for all Americans.

Saturday morning’s event 
was one of many rallies 
around the country to push 
for universal health care cov-
erage. Patty Kidder, a Maine 
People’s Alliance volunteer 
from Springvale, led the group 
in chants demanding “Medi-

care For All.” She applauded 
recent successes, including 
the Maine Legislature’s ap-
proval of dental coverage for 
MaineCare recipients this 
summer, but said much more 
needed to be done.

“These successes at the 
state and federal level are 
huge, and vital for so many 
Mainers,” she said. “But they 
are still just Band-Aids on our 
hemorrhaging, broken health 
care system. We need more. 

Advocates in Portland demand Medicare for all
Casey 

Johnston of 
Portland and 

Julie Pitt of 
Arundel chant 
during a rally 

Saturday at 
Portland’s 

Lincoln Park, 
part of a 

national effort 
to boost access 

to Medicare.

Ben McCanna/ 
Staff Photographer Please see HEALTH, Page B3

H
e’s everywhere in the 
family photos. At the 
birthday parties, the 
Christmas gatherings, 

the summer cookouts. 
When Phil Chenevert 
showed up at the Russell 
household, fun was sure to 
follow.

But he’s also there in 
Julia Russell’s darkest 
memories. According to a 
lawsuit she iled two weeks 
ago in U.S. District Court in 
Portland, the trusted friend 
of her parents who had a 
knack for making her feel 
special was also a predator 
who, starting when she was 
6 and continuing until she 
was 8, all but destroyed her 
life.

“Chenevert’s conduct in-
cluded, among other things, 
‘teaching’ Julia how to 
French kiss; exposing him-
self to Julia and coaxing 
her to touch his exposed 
genitalia; and performing 
oral sex on Julia,” the com-
plaint states.

Sitting in the Monday af-
ternoon quiet of Magnus on 
the Water, the restaurant 
she co-owns in Biddeford, 
Russell explained why, 
after almost 30 years, she’s 
going public with a long-
held secret that scarred 
“every aspect of my life.”

“It’s affected every single 
one of my relationships,” 
she said, including “my 
relationship with myself.”

At the same time, it’s 
left her family – parents 
Gordon and Marsha, sister 
Jane – reeling with the still-
raw guilt and anger that 
the friend they considered 
part of the family was in 
fact someone far different.

■  ■  ■

Gordon Russell irst met 
Phil Chenevert back in the 
mid-1960s, when both were 
teenagers who summered 
with their families in the 
close-knit community of 
Biddeford Pool.

Their seasonal friend-
ship deepened in the early 
1970s, when Phil bought 
a year-round home in 
Biddeford Pool and Gordon 
moved there full time with 
his parents after they win-
terized the summer place.

When Gordon married 
Marsha in 1978, there was 
Phil, a groomsman, among 
the smiling faces in the 
wedding album.

Jane was born in 1983. 
Julia came along two years 
later. By now, the Russells 
lived in Saco, their door al-
ways open to Phil, who still 
lived 20 minutes away in 

For almost 
3 decades, 
she kept 

her secret. 
No longer.

Please see NEMITZ, Page B4
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Barbara Linnehan-Smith detaches a lane divider at the Kiwanis pool in Portland on Friday. She has spent years teaching 
adults and children with disabilities how to swim, and taught aquatic therapy for those with diseases like multiple sclerosis.

By JOHNNY LIESMAN
Staff Writer

In April, Barbara Linne-
han-Smith was midway 
through her 22nd lifeguard re-
certiication test at the River-
ton pool when she was struck 
with a realization: She’s been 
doing this for a while.

The moment hit her when 
lifeguard instructor Ben Kim 
was walking Linnehan-Smith 

and three others through one 
of the rescue drills and men-
tioned when he’d irst started 
doing the drill.

“I looked at him and thought, 
‘Oh, buddy, I’ve got a few 

years on you,’” she recalled, 
laughing.

Linnehan-Smith is the old-
est lifeguard for the city of 
Portland and is celebrating 
50 years on the job this year. 

Even with a head of gray hair, 
though, she said she still feels 
like the 17-year-old lifeguard 
she once was.

“It’s funny, when I work with 
people who are teenagers, I 
don’t consider myself 50 years 
older, I just kind of think of 
myself as a peer,” she said 
last week while sitting in the 

50 YEARS LATER, SHE STILL 
WHISTLES WHILE SHE WORKS

At age 67, Barbara Linnehan-Smith is Portland’s oldest lifeguard. She has taken pride 
in protecting others since her certification in 1971, and she’s not quitting any time soon.

By ROB WOLFE  
and JOE LAWLOR

Staff Writers

The Maine Center for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention on Saturday re-
ported 70 new cases of 
COVID-19 and six addi-
tional deaths as coronavi-

rus infections continue to 
edge up in the state.

The state’s seven-day 
average of new daily cas-
es rose to 70, a few days 
after Maine recorded its 
irst daily count over 100 
in more than a month. The 
virus is surging across 

the country because of 
the delta variant, but Dr. 
Nirav Shah, director of the 
Maine CDC, has said that 
highly transmissible ver-
sion of COVID-19 doesn’t 
yet appear to be driving 
the bulk of new cases 
here.

Maine’s uptick in cases 
is still far lower than in-
creases experienced in 
other parts of the country. 
Maine’s seven-day aver-
age of new cases is 4.5 
per 100,000 people, with 
19 states having at least 
triple the prevalence of 
new cases, according to 

Virus spike persists with 70 cases, 6 deaths
The seven-day average of new COVID-19 infections rises to 70, days 

after Maine recorded its first daily count over 100 in over a month.

Please see VIRUS, Page B3

I’ve just always wanted to be there 

for people, and to help people when 

they need it most.” — BARBARA LINNEHAN-SMITH“
Please see GUARD, Page B3
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Did Beyond Meat COO 
bite a man’s nose?  
It’s not impossible

Beyond Meat’s chief 
operating officer was 
arrested on Saturday 
on allegations that he 
bit a man’s nose during 
an altercation after a 
college football game in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Doug Ramsey was 
arrested on charges of 
terroristic threatening 
and third-degree bat-
tery, court records show. 
Ramsey was allegedly at 
a parking garage when 
a Subaru inched in front 
of his Bronco, coming 
into contact with the 
front tire on the passen-
ger’s side, according to 
a report by local station 
KNWA/KFTA.

Ramsey got out of 
his car and “punched 
through the back wind-
shield of the Subaru,” 
according to the report. 
The Beyond Meat execu-
tive allegedly then start-
ed punching the owner 
of the car, who had left 
the vehicle, and also 
“bit the owner’s nose, 
ripping the flesh on the 
tip.” He also “threatened 
to kill” the other man, 
according to the report.

The executive was 
released Sunday on an 
$11,085 bond, according 
to court records.

Ramsey, 53, became 
Beyond Meat’s operat-
ing chief in December 
after a three-decade 
career with Tyson Foods. 
His arrest is the latest 
blow to the plant-based 
protein company, which 
last month slashed its 
revenue outlook for the 
year and said it would 
cut 4% of its workforce.

American Airlines 
reports data breach

American Airlines says 
personal information of 
a “very small number” of 
customers and employ-
ees was compromised 
after hackers breached 
some employee email 
accounts.

There is no indication 
that the attackers have 
misused any of the per-
sonal information, the 
company said.

American notified 
customers last week that 
the breach was discov-
ered in July, according to 
law enforcement officials 
in Montana. American 
said it locked down the 
breached accounts and 
hired a cybersecurity 
firm to investigate.

American told custom-
ers that information in 
the compromised email 
accounts could have 
included their date of 
birth, driver’s license and 
passport numbers and 
medical information they 
provided to the airline.

Hertz to order up to  
175K electric vehicles

Hertz plans to order up 
to 175,000 electric vehi-
cles from General Motors 
over the next five years.

The agreement 
announced Tuesday 
includes electric vehicle 
deliveries through 2027 
and will include SUVs, 
pickups and luxury auto-
mobiles from Chevrolet, 
Buick, GMC, Cadillac and 
BrightDrop. The com-
panies expect deliveries 
of the Chevrolet Bolt EV 
and Bolt EUV will start in 
the first quarter of next 
year.

Hertz’s current goal 
is for one-quarter of its 
fleet to be electric by 
the end of 2024.

– From wire service 
reports

Briefcase

By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Prime 
Minister Liz Truss has 
kicked off her irst visit to 
the United States as Brit-
ain’s leader with an admis-
sion that a U.K.-U.S. free 
trade deal is not going to 
happen for years.

Truss said a trans-Atlan-
tic deal is not one of her 
priorities – a sharp con-
trast with the stance of her 
immediate predecessors 
as Conservative prime 
minister, Boris Johnson 
and Theresa May. Both 
dangled the promise of a 
deal with the world’s big-

gest economy as one of the 
main prizes of Britain’s 
exit from the European 
Union.

“There (aren’t) current-
ly any negotiations taking 
place with the U.S., and I 
don’t have an expectation 
that those are going to 
start in the short to medi-

um term,” Truss told re-
porters aboard her plane 
to New York, where she 
landed Tuesday to attend 
the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly.

Truss said she was more 
focused on obtaining ac-
cession to the Trans-Pa-
ciic trade partnership and 
striking trade deals with 
India and the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council of states in-

cluding Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar.

“Those are our trade pri-
orities,” she said.

Truss’s downbeat assess-

Britain’s prime minister says she doesn’t 
expect U.K.-U.S. trade deal anytime soon

By KAREN MATTHEWS
Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York 
City will lift its COVID-19 
vaccine mandate for pri-
vate-sector employers on 
Nov. 1, Mayor Eric Adams 
said Tuesday in another 
sign of the city’s gradual 
return to pre-pandemic 
norms.

The city began requiring 
almost all private business-
es to ban unvaccinated em-

ployees from the workplace 
in December 2021, just as 
the Omicron wave began 
claiming hundreds of lives 
in the city. It remains the 
largest place in the U.S. to 
have made vaccines man-
datory as a workplace safe-
ty measure.

Some workers who re-
fused the shots were ired. 
The mandate also grabbed 
attention for its potential 
impact on professional 
sports, though just before 
the Yankees and Mets be-
gan their seasons, Adams 
gave a special exemption 
to athletes and entertain-

ers. Brooklyn Nets star 
Kyrie Irving had famously 
been barred from playing 
in home games because of 
the city’s vaccine rules.

Adams, a Democrat, an-
nounced the relaxation 
of the rules at a City Hall 
news conference where 
he got his own updated 
COVID-19 booster shot. 
Employers will be free to 
continue requiring workers 
to get vaccinated as a con-
dition of employment.

“This puts the choice in 
the hands of New York busi-

New York City to lift vaccine rule for private employers

By TOM KRISHER
Associated Press

DETROIT — The National 
Transportation Safety Board 
is recommending that all new 
vehicles in the U.S. be re-
quired to have blood alcohol 
monitoring systems that can 
stop an intoxicated person 
from driving.

The recommendation, if en-
acted by the National High-
way Trafic Safety Administra-
tion, could reduce the number 
of alcohol-related crashes, one 
of the biggest causes of high-
way deaths in the U.S.

The new push to make roads 
safer was included in a report 
released Tuesday about a hor-
riic crash last year in which 
a drunk driver collided head-
on with another vehicle near 
Fresno, California, killing both 
adult drivers and seven chil-
dren.

NHTSA said this week that 

roadway deaths in the U.S. are 
at crisis levels. Nearly 43,000 
people were killed last year, 
the greatest number in 16 
years, as Americans returned 
to roads after pandemic stay-
at-home orders.

Early estimates show fatal-
ities rising again through the 
irst half of this year, but they 

declined from April through 
June, which authorities are 
hoping is a trend.

The NTSB, which has no 
regulatory authority and can 
only ask other agencies to act, 
said the recommendation is 
designed to put pressure on 

NTSB wants all new vehicles 
to check drivers for alcohol use

By KEN SWEET
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A group of Republican 
attorneys general are pushing the major 
payment networks – Visa, Mastercard 
and American Express – to drop their 
plans to start tracking sales at gun stores, 
arguing the plans could infringe on con-
sumer privacy and push legal gun sales 
out of the mainstream inancial network.

The letter comes more than a week af-
ter the payment networks said they would 
adopt the International Organization for 
Standardization’s new merchant code for 
sales at gun stores. 

The merchant code would categorize 
sales at gun stores not unlike how pay-
ment networks categorize sales at air-

Republican AGs 
push Visa, AmEx, 
Mastercard not  
to track gun sales

Toby Melville/Pool Photo via AP

British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss, who took office 
two weeks ago, also has 
prioritized combating 
Russian aggression.

She says her priorities are working to become part of the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership and making trade agreements with India and Saudi Arabia.

Proof of vaccination 

will still be required  

for municipal workers.

Ted Shaffrey/Associated Press

People ride the subway in New York City in June. 
The city will lift its COVID-19 vaccine mandate for 
all private-sector employers beginning Nov. 1.

Eric Paul Zamora/The Fresno Bee via AP

A memorial on Highway 33 in Coalinga, Calif., honors nine 
victims of a car crash in 2021. Investigators said the driver 
of an SUV involved in the crash had been driving drunk.

Advocates of firearms restrictions 

argue that separately categorizing 

store sales could potentially alert 

authorities to suspicious activity.

In 2020, 30% of all traffic 

deaths in the U.S. were 

related to alcohol use.

Please see TRADE, Page C3
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By TIM CEBULA
Staff Writer

Lobster lovers can in-
dulge their cravings this 
week at the roughly 50 
restaurants from Cape 
Neddick to Bar Harbor 
that are participating in 
the 2nd annual Maine Lob-
ster Week.

The weeklong event dif-
fers from the annual Maine 
Lobster Festival in Rock-
land in that it takes place 
in a number of different 
locations. Maine Lobster 
Week takes an approach 
similar to that of Maine 
Restaurant Week, the pop-
ular late-winter celebra-
tion of special dishes and 
menus at special prices. 
Both weeklong events are 
spearheaded by public re-
lations specialist Gillian 
Britt.

Maine Lobster Week 
kicked off this year on 

Monday and runs through 
National Lobster Day on 
Sunday.

Britt said the event 

has “grown nicely” since 
launching last year with a 
little more than 40 restau-
rants involved. “There’s 

been a lot of enthusiasm 
for it,” Britt said. “People 
really do want to support 
the lobstermen. Lobster 

Week wouldn’t exist with-
out the lobstermen, and 
we owe them a debt of 
gratitude.”

In addition to the multi-
course lobster meals, lob-
ster specials and lobster 
rolls on offer at restaurants 
running along Maine’s 
coast, Britt said out-of-
state residents also can 
enjoy the week’s bounty 
by ordering lobster meals 
shipped from one of sev-
en participating vendors, 
including Luke’s Lobster, 
Harbor Fish Market and 
Hancock Gourmet Lobster 
Co. in Topsham.

Britt also noted that some 
restaurants are offering 
three-course dinners with 
lobster in every course, in-
cluding Petite Jacqueline 
on Market Street and Cape 

Maine Lobster Week is on; Primo closes in Tucson
Roughly 50 restaurants 
from Cape Neddick 
to Bar Harbor are 
participating in the 2nd 
annual Maine Lobster 
Week.

Courtesy of Gillian Britt
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wife, Kara; an 18-year old son; a 14-year-old
daughter; and many extended family mem-
bers.

“He loved his work as much as he loved his
family,” Kanger said.

Petersen was southbound on 240th Street
near Pacific Street at 12:20 a.m. when the
northbound pickup, driven by Jonathan Mumm
of Fremont, crossed the center line and struck
the motorcycle, the Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office said. Petersen was off duty, Kanger said.

Members of the Omaha Fire Department
and the Waterloo volunteer fire department
responded to the accident and tried to do what
they could for Petersen, Kanger said. Coun-
seling services will be provided to firefighters
who were involved in the investigation or
who are struggling with the loss of Petersen,
Kanger said.

Petersen joined the Omaha Fire Department
in 2007 and worked for Station 33 at 42nd and
Valley Streets. He was assigned to the heavy
rescue team and was a hazardous materials
technician.

He also was a member of the department’s
specialized search and rescue team. Kanger
said that team includes the most highly trained
and qualified firefighters in Omaha.

Rescue specialists like Petersen are trained
to crawl into holes and voids of buildings that
have failed or collapsed to rescue victims.
Before becoming an Omaha firefighter, Pe-
tersen had been a member of the Elkhorn Fire
Department.

The crash remains under investigation, the
Sheriff’s Office said. Mumm, the pickup driver,
was not injured.

Mayor Jean Stothert offered condolences to
Petersen’s family.

“Scott provided a tremendous public service
to the citizens of Omaha,” Stothert said in a
statement. “His sudden death is a tragic loss
for his wife and children and the Omaha Fire
Department.”

Funeral arrangements were pending.

Contact the writer: 402-444-1066, alissa.skelton@owh.com

Firefighter: Petersen
survived by wife, 2 kids
Continued from Page 1
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Woman in critical condition
a�er nearly drowning in pool

A woman was hospitalized
Friday after she was pulled from
a swimming pool at an Omaha
apartment complex.

Police said the woman was
unconscious when she was
removed from the pool at Old Mill
Apartments about 8 p.m.

The woman, in her 50s, was
taken to Methodist Hospital in
critical condition.

Witnesses said another person
at the pool performed CPR
until paramedics arrived, said
Walter Rolling, who lives at the
apartments.

Police said the woman went
underwater and that her husband
thought she was joking when
she didn’t come right back up,
said Officer Kevin Wiese, a police
spokesman.

Rolling said the pool is outdoors,
but residents need a key to get in.
He didn’t know if the woman lived
at the apartment complex.
— Alissa Skelton
and Jourdyn Kaarre

Man steals stolen SUV, runs
the risk of being redundant

It may have been something
like an offer that’s just too good
to refuse: A stolen sport utility
vehicle just waiting to be swiped
again.

Omaha police said the SUV was
abandoned by a man and woman
after being stopped late Thursday
afternoon by police, and then it
was stolen again by another man.

Police said two officers made a
traffic stop on the maroon Dodge
Durango near 17th and Charles
Streets because the vehicle did
not have license plates. The SUV
stopped and David Anthony, 41,
and Kyndra Garrett, 30, got out
and ran, police said. They were
arrested after a short chase.

While this was going on, police
said, the abandoned Durango was
stolen again, this time by Dalon
Johnson, 25. Johnson was in a
park north of the Siena-Francis
House at 17th and Nicholas
Streets when he spotted Anthony
and Garrett getting out of the SUV.

Police stopped the Durango after
about a block and took Johnson
into custody.

Authorities said Anthony was
booked on suspicion of theft of
more than $1,500, obstructing
an officer and driving under
suspension.

Garrett was booked on suspicion
of criminal conspiracy and
obstructing an officer.

Johnson was booked on
suspicion of theft of more than
$1,500, reckless driving and
driving under suspension.
— Jay Withrow

NEBRASKA

Give to Lincoln campaign
exceeds its $2.5 million goal

The Give to Lincoln online
fundraising campaign Thursday
brought in just under $2.7 million.

The amount was ahead of the
$2.5 million goal and set a record
for the campaign, now in its third
year in Lincoln.

Hearts United for Animals raised
the most money — $173,282.

The one-day, online-only
fundraising campaigns are
becoming popular in cities across
the country.

Omaha Gives last week had its
second campaign and raised more
than $6.3 million. — Larry Sparks

Road work on Interstate 80
near Minden begins Monday

Eastbound Interstate 80 just
west of exit 279 at the Minden,
Nebraska, interchange will be
reduced to a single lane of traffic
starting Monday, the Nebraska
Department of Roads said.

The project will include repairing
concrete pavement and milling
and asphalt overlay from Exit
279 to Exit 283 in the eastbound
lanes.

Similar work will be done later
in the westbound lanes and I-80
ramps at the Minden interchange.
The project is scheduled to be
completed in mid-August.

The Minden interchange is about
10 miles east of Kearney.
— Jay Withrow

Nebraska State Patrol
inspections net 205 violations

The Nebraska State Patrol
conducted commercial vehicle
inspections that led to 205
violations.

The enforcement effort Thursday
in Columbus targeted commercial
vehicles that might not travel
outside the city or pass through
weigh stations as part of their
regular routes.

The crackdown involved 66
inspections, taking 21 vehicles out
of service for reasons such as bad
brakes or tires.

One driver was not allowed to
continue working for failing to have
a commercial driver’s license.
Officers issued $3,675 in fines.

Inspections also have been
conducted in Norfolk, Omaha
and Lincoln this year, the State
Patrol said, and more checks are
planned. — Jay Withrow

BRIEFLY

It includes a tuition freeze and
funding for research programs
important to Nebraskans

BY JULIE ANDERSON

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The University of Ne-
braska Board of Regents on Friday ap-
proved a budget for the 2014-15 school
year that includes the second year of
a promised two-year resident tuition
freeze and a package of investments in
priority initiatives intended to benefit
the state.

The tuition freeze emerged from a
commitment university officials made
last year to hold the line on tuition for
two years.

Gov. Dave Heineman and the Nebras-
ka Legislature then approved a 4 per-
cent annual increase in state funding

for the university for two years, after
five years of relatively flat funding.

Officials said the investments are
aimed at positioning the university to
attract talent and expand education and
research efforts in areas important to
Nebraskans.

Among them:
» Nearly $1.3 million to support the

Buffett Early Childhood Institute;
» $800,000 to help hire faculty within

the Peter Kiewit Institute;
» $500,000 to support hiring faculty

for the Health Science Education Com-
plex on the University of Nebraska at
Kearney campus;

» $500,000 for personnel and
program needs at the Rural Futures
Institute;

» $2.5 million for the university’s
Programs of Excellence.

The tuition freeze is expected to save
the average Nebraska undergraduate

about $1,000 over two years. Non-res-
ident students will see a 3 percent
tuition increase next year.

Howard Hawks, the board’s chair-
man, noted that the savings for resident
undergrads will carry forward beyond
the two years.

Undergraduate resident tuition and
fees, among the four campuses, run
about 25 percent below their peers.

The budget also includes a 3 percent
increase in the salary pool for faculty
and staff at UNL, UNMC and university
administration and for those outside
collective bargaining units at UNO and
UNK.

The average UNL faculty salary cur-
rently is 94 percent of peer institutions,
officials said. Once Nebraska’s relative-
ly low cost of living is factored in, the
university is fairly consistent with the
market.

Contact the writer: 402-444-1223, julie.anderson@owh.com
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Board approves budget for 2014-15
BY JULIE ANDERSON

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Peter Kiewit Insti-
tute in Omaha and a revised strategic
plan mapping out its future got a vote of
support Friday from the University of
Nebraska Board of Regents.

The board voted 12-0 in support of a
resolution supporting a “unified, collabo-
rative” institute and the revised plan.

Regent Hal Daub of Omaha said the
process leading up to the plan has been
“overly complicated.”

But from it, he said, has emerged a
“bigger and focused” approach to engi-
neering.

“We seized an opportunity to do a big
thing,” he said.

The strategic plan, presented jointly
by the chancellors of the University
of Nebraska at Omaha and the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, is aimed at
building stronger partnerships with
Omaha companies and increasing the
faculty, student enrollment and research
activity.

It lays out a number of specific
benchmarks for the institute, including
increasing Omaha-based undergraduate
enrollment in the College of Engineer-
ing, improving undergraduate retention
among Omaha students, increasing
Omaha-focused research spending and
adding 30 new engineering faculty posi-
tions in Omaha, as well as 20 in Lincoln.

Daub said the benchmarks may need
some refinement.

Regents Chairman Howard Hawks
said he’d like to see measures of how the
program is proceeding in addition to the
strategic measures now in the plan.

Daub acknowledged concerns raised
Friday by UNO engineering professor
Bing Chen, who spoke against a merger
of two engineering departments. Chen
and others have opposed the joining of
the Omaha-based department of com-
puter and electronic engineering with
the electrical engineering program in
Lincoln.

But Daub said he had overcome earli-
er concerns. He has asked that course-
work in the Omaha-based program
continue to be taught at UNO.

Despite the process, Daub said, “we
still come out with a win overall.”
Contact the writer: 402-444-1223, julie.anderson@owh.com

Regents support
collaborative plan
for Kiewit Institute

changes, saying they would reduce
their involvement in the selection of top
officials on individual campuses.

Ken Nickerson, the new president
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Faculty Senate, reiterated those con-
cerns before the board Friday.

He said the concerns also were
shared by faculty senate presidents
from the other three campuses in the
university system.

“Our voices need to be heard in the
selection of administrators for our
individual campuses,” he said.

Hawks said search committees
already established for the presidential
search “continue to represent our com-
mitment to include faculty and students
in our search process.”

Several other regents also stressed
their commitment to faculty and stu-

dent involvement in searches.
But Regent Bob Phares said it was

“vital” that the changes be approved
Friday in order for the board to contin-
ue the president search as planned.

Nickerson could not be reached
for comment immediately after the
meeting.

In other action, the board:
» Approved the creation of the non-

profit Med Center Development Corp.

at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center to help develop roughly 30 acres
on its western fringe. The board also
approved the purchase of five proper-
ties in the area, including the Omaha
Steel Castings site, for more than $5.67
million.

» Accepted a report on a plan to
provide a $2,000-a-month housing
allowance, to come from private funds
allocated by the University of Nebraska
Foundation, for interim NU President
James Linder while the president’s offi-
cial residence is under renovation.

» Accepted a 15-year joint operating
agreement between UNL and the City
of Lincoln for the $11 million John A.
Breslow Ice Hockey Center at UNL.
Approval came after revisions aimed at
financial and managerial details.

Contact the writer: 402-444-1223, julie.anderson@owh.com

Regents: NU leaders feared they’d have less input
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“Our voices need to be heard in the selection
of administrators for our individual campuses.”

Ken Nickerson, president of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Faculty Senate

Howard Hawks
The chairman of the
University of Nebraska
Board of Regents says
that the proposed
change in its bylaws
was meant to apply
only to the school’s
search for a new
president.

held twice, in the summers of
2011 and 2012. Both times, the
event ran into hurdles: soaring
July temperatures, date chang-
es and slow roll-outs of festival
acts.

In 2012, headliner Brad
Paisley’s name was released
before organizers were ready
to roll out their plans. Organiz-
ers failed to secure a prom-
ised fourth headliner, and the
planned six-day festival became
a four-day event with no bands
performing on one day in the
middle of the festival.

Dixon said the festival
flopped in part because MECA
had a tough time getting artists
to commit to Red Sky — which
made it difficult to market the

event.
He also blamed negative

news coverage.
“The second thing is the me-

dia; they didn’t do us any favors
at all,” Dixon said.

“And so, shame on us for
trying, they made sure that
they mentioned shame on us for
trying. So, losing what we lost,
(concert promoter) Live Nation
and us collectively said: ‘It’s
been fun.’”

Other local festivals and
venues, like the Maha Music
Festival and Council Bluffs’ Stir
Cove, he said, have been able to
get a running start by announc-
ing their stars right away. Red
Sky, he said, didn’t have that
advantage.

“What we didn’t get is the

main headliner,” he said. “Like
the Maha festival, they came
out with, what was it, what is
it? Taxicab Cuties, or what-
ever they are? ... Death Cab
for Cutie? That was their first
announcement.”

Tom O’Gorman, MECA’s
vice president of sales and
marketing, said his team has
talked with a handful of artists
interested in playing the
ballpark, but so far it hasn’t
been the right fit. In at least
one case, that was because the
artist wanted to play during the
College World Series.

Dixon said MECA isn’t ruling
out the possibility of a ballpark
concert, if the timing and the
size of the show were right.

Board member John Lund

said he’d like to see more em-
phasis on landing those shows.

“It’s such a great facility for
an outdoor concert,” he said. “It
would be neat if we could shoot
for one a year.”

O’Gorman said MECA contin-
ues to work to figure out which
types of acts are most popular
with Omaha concert-goers and
to try to book those types of art-
ists. He said country music has
historically been the top pick.

But he said MECA needs to
maintain a good mix of shows,
which is an increasing chal-
lenge as touring acts explore a
range of venues in the region.

“The deals are changing,
and they’ve been changing for
the past five years,” he said.
“They’re squeezing us harder.

They know the competition’s
there, and they can.”

Meanwhile, MECA faces
competition from smaller new
venues — and changing tech-
nology — for its share of the
convention, meeting and trade
show business.

This year, the CenturyLink
lost a spring and fall craft
fair, and 22,000 visitors, to the
Ralston Arena. Organizers of a
John Deere convention that last
year brought 14,000 people over
seven days opted for a virtual
meeting this year.

Still, officials expect to fill
roughly the same number of days
with events next year as they did
in the current fiscal year.
Contact the writer:
402-444-1543, erin.golden@owh.com

MECA: As more venues pop up in region, battle for bands more �erce
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said, wore combat gear not long after
removing their caps and gowns.

The list of the fallen shows three
from World War I, 52 from WWII,
four from Korea, 11 from Vietnam,
one from 9/11 and one in Afghanistan.

Among the speakers was Circo’s
mother, Olive Circo, 94, whose first

husband, John Can-
toni, class of ’38, was
killed at Bastogne
in the Battle of the
Bulge.

She expressed
hope that her
great-grandchildren
and other young
people would see
the memorial and
understand that “this

nation will remain the land of the free
only so long as it is the home of the
brave.”

A World War II-era P-51 fighter
twice circled the campus west of
72nd Street at Western Avenue, which
has received the honorary designa-
tion John Parle Drive.

David Crawford, Creighton Univer-
sity archivist, explained that Parle
received the nation’s highest military
honor for his actions in the 1943 in-
vasion of Sicily. A “smoke pot” on his
ship had caught fire and threatened
to detonate ammunition before Parle
threw it overboard. He died weeks
later from the toxic fumes.

Besides the names of Prep’s fallen,
the plaza lists presidents and prin-
cipals since the school’s founding in
1878, and faculty members who have
served 15 or more years. (Richard
Bayer, who attended the ceremony,
is the only one to have taught for 50
years.)

Another section of the plaza lists
the names of 333 Jesuit priests, broth-
ers and scholastics who have worked
at Prep.

The Rev. Timothy Lannon, Creigh-
ton U. president today and Prep’s
president from 1988 to 1995, said the
“genius” of the plaque’s combining
the fallen with Jesuits is that the
order’s founder, St. Ignatius Loyola,
“was a military man.”

He was struck in the leg by a
cannonball in the 1500s, leading him
to reflect on spirituality and eventu-
ally found the Society of Jesus. Even
today, Lannon noted, the order’s supe-
rior is known as “Father General.”

John Nagl, ’84, a retired Army lieu-
tenant colonel and an expert on mod-
ern counter-insurgency, noted that
Friday’s ceremony was held on May
30, the traditional date for Memorial
Day before the holiday was changed
to the last Monday in May.

Among those listed with the fallen,
he said, is Michael Tinley, ’63, who
was working on the 100th floor of the
World Trade Center’s north tower
when terrorists attacked on 9/11.

Now the headmaster of the Haver-
ford School outside Philadelphia,

Nagl urged people not to forget those
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

“I charge you, I beseech you,” he
said. “to remember each of them this
Memorial Day and every time you
walk past that wall.”

Clebe McClary of South Carolina,
who lost an eye and an arm in Viet-
nam and received a Silver Star and
other medals, was invited to speak by
Dennis Circo.

“In this world of give and take,”
McClary said, “not enough people are
willing to give what it takes.”

Other speakers included Archbish-
op George Lucas; the Rev. Tom Neitz-
ke, Prep board president; John Naatz,
school principal and acting president;
and vice president Kathy Bertolini.

Mayor Jean Stothert said the
school’s impact on Omaha is so wide
that she encounters Prep grads daily,
including Fire Chief Bernie Kanger,
’87.

Sitting in the second row was Bob
Allgaier, whose son, Christopher
Allgaier, ’91, died when the helicop-
ter he was piloting was shot down in
Afghanistan in 2007, making him the
most recent of the 72 fallen.

Friday marked the seventh anni-
versary of his death, and in the morn-
ing his father attended a Mass prayed
in Chris’ memory.

“You never get over it,” Allgaier
said. “There are times when I get
thinking too much, looking at his
picture, any number of things. But
this (Prep event) did me a lot of good
to see him get recognition. I thanked
Denny Circo for it.”

The event ended with a rifle salute
by American Legion Post 1 and the
playing of “Taps” by Jacob West, who
will be a junior at Prep.

Doing so was an honor, Jacob said,
and seeing all the names on the wall
“was kind of astounding. I didn’t
know there were that many.”
Contact the writer: 402-444-1132, michael.kelly@owh.com

Kelly: Wall is a commemoration of Prep’s fallen
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Olive
Circo
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Dennis P. Circo, the Omaha businessman
for whom the memorial plaza is named,
tells of how many whose names are
listed wore combat gear not long after
wearing caps and gowns.

Look out for 
restaurant critic 

Andrew Ross’ annual review in 
Food & Dining next Sunday.
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Rey Lopez for The Washington Post
The writer’s recipe for Cassata Alla Siciliana honors her mother’s Sicilian roots. It’s a variation of the beloved dessert, said to have originated in Palermo, Sicily.

By ANN MALONEY

The Washington Post

“It tastes like Christmas.”
That’s what my niece 

said after she took a bite of 
this cassata alla Siciliana, 
a cake my mother made 
every December for years. 
That thought resonated 
with me.

My mother died in 2020 at 
97, and I cannot remember 

the last year she made the 
cake, but I do know it had 
probably been more than a 
decade since I had tasted 
it.

After her death, as we 
were cleaning out her files, 
I came across her hand-
written recipe for the des-
sert. At first, I was thrilled 
to see her careful cursive 
and filled with warm 

memories of making these 
layered cakes with her – 
she gave them as gifts and 
served them at Christmas 
gatherings.

As I looked at the sheet of 
well-worn loose-leaf, how-
ever, I realized it revealed 
more than the ingredi-
ents for a beloved dish. It 
demonstrated my mother’s 
frugality and the creativ-
ity she tapped into to find 
small ways of bringing joy 
into our lives.

I realized that she en-

abled me, when I was still a 
child, to see the lush, green 
forest, and ignore the 
weathered trees.

Food can evoke powerful 
memories, and I was awash 
with sepia-toned images 
of her teaching me how to 
mince the candied fruit and 
chocolate, and watching 
her carefully spread the 
sliced pound cakes with 
creamy ricotta filling and 
then slather them with a 

My mother’s Sicilian cassata cake nods to her smart frugality and love

Forget figgy pudding. Bagels are the new Christmastime tradition.
Local bakeries say demand for the once quintessential Jewish 

bread spikes during holidays, including Christian ones.

Rose Foods in Portland reported that 
bagel sales roughly double at Christ-

mastime. At Rover Bagel in Biddeford, 
sales go up by about one-third, and Easter 

is even bigger. Though The Purple House no 
longer sells bagels (and isn’t open for regular 

service just now), back when Mainers drove out 
of their way to North Yarmouth for its sought-after 

Montreal-style bagels, sales would go “way up” right 
before Christmas, said owner/baker Krista Kern Desjar-

lais. Ditto for Maples, at least historically, though in the bak-
ery’s new New Gloucester home, limited oven space may change 

that, owner Robin Ray said in an email.
And at Mister Bagel on Forest Avenue, “Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day are the two biggest days of the year,” said Joel Baker, 
who owns the Portland store with his wife, Jane. When her parents 
founded Mister Bagel in 1977, it was the first bagel store in Maine. It’s 
now a franchise, and the Forest Avenue location, unlike many of its 
competitors, is open on Christmas Day. (Unlike many bagel bakers 
these days, the Bakers are Jewish.)

Nationally, homemade bagels made it onto popular food blog Love & 
Lemons’ posting on 45 Christmas Breakfast Ideas (just ahead of avo-
cado toast). The bagel – a word thought to be derived from the Yiddish 

“beigen,” or to bend – has assimilat-
ed so thoroughly that it can appear 
at Christmas celebrations without 
attracting any special notice. 

Several bagel makers in the area were 
surprised to even be asked about their 
Christmas season sales, replying to ques-
tions with some version of, “Oh, I never thought 
of that.”

“In one way, I think it’s really important to honor tra-
ditions and where they came from and respect the sources 
from which they were birthed,” said Reid, of Scratch. “There are 
so many food traditions that are connecting to place and people and 
their own rearing. It is really important to respect that.”

But, she added, “I’m awful glad people really love bagels.”

A BRIEF HISTORY 
The bagel has plenty of ring-shaped bread predecessors (both the 

circle and the hole hold significance), but Maria Balinska, in her fas-
cinating “The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread” finds 

The bagel arrived in the U.S. in the late 
19th century, brought to New York by 
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. 
At left, Jackson Lavigne places bagels 
on a rack to cool after removing them 
from the wood-fired oven at Rover 
Bagel in Biddeford. Above, Lavigne 
prepares everything bagels for the oven.  

Photos by Gregory Rec/ 
Staff Photographer
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Do you schmear
what I schmear?

Layered pound cake, covered with chocolate 
fudge, is a family favorite for the holidays.

Please see CAKE, Page F6

By PEGGY GRODINSKY / Food Editor

Please join us in a quick game of holiday culinary word associ-
ation: Thanksgiving: turkey. Valentine’s Day: chocolate. St. 
Patrick’s Day: corned beef and cabbage. Christmas: bagels.

Say WHAT?
According to sales figures from several well-known Maine 

bagel bakeries, bagels – “the archetypal culinary staple of 
our people,” as Liel Leibovitz wrote in “The Most 100 Jew-
ish Foods” – are hugely popular at Christmastime.

“Christmas is bonkers at the bakery,” emailed Allison 
Reid, co-owner and head baker at Scratch Baking in South 
Portland, a place nationally known for its bagels. “This time 
of year, we usually make about 2,000 bagels on a typical 

weekend day. On Christmas Eve, we will probably be making 
3,300.” In a later conversation, she upped that to 3,500.

Please see BAGELS, Page F5
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By ERIC RUSSELL
Staff Writer

Maine health oficials 
reported 23 new cases of 
COVID-19 on Wednesday, 
more than half of them in 
increasingly hard-hit York 
County, but no additional 
deaths.

The state’s Center for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention has now tracked 
4,734 conirmed or proba-
ble cases since the corona-
virus pandemic hit, along 
with 134 deaths.

The seven-day average 
number of daily cases on 
Wednesday was 25.1, down 
slightly from the seven-day 
average of 29.7 on Sept. 3. 
However, cases have been 
steadily rising since bot-
toming out at an average 
of 13.1 cases on Aug. 12, the 
lowest since the early days 
of the pandemic in mid-to-
late March.

Of the 23 new cases 
Wednesday, 14 were in York 
County, which is dealing 
with several active out-

breaks that Maine CDC Di-
rector Dr. Nirav Shah called 
“deeply concerning” on 
Tuesday. The state has re-
ported two new outbreaks 
at private social clubs in 
Sanford, in addition to out-
breaks at York County Jail 
in Alfred, Calvary Baptist 
Church in Sanford, Seal 
Rock Health Care nurs-
ing home in Saco and the 
Sanford Fire Department. 
None of the new cases re-

York County still driving majority of new virus cases

Ben McCanna/Staff Photographer

Seamore, a 120-foot squid-shaped kite, towers over George Jenkins, Ollie Jenkins, Jamari Jenkins, Sasha Rogers and Sigo Rogers at Bug Light Park in 
South Portland on Wednesday. “This park is one of the best places to fly kites,” kite owner Steven Durost said. Check out another kite on Page B2.

By SCOTT THISTLE
Staff Writer

A state government hiring 
freeze and delayed upgrades to 
technology are among the pro-
posals for curbing state spend-
ing in a plan released Wednes-
day by the Mills administration.

Gov. Janet Mills’ three-part 
plan would reduce spending 
by about $256 million but avoid 

deep program cuts and laying 
off state workers.

The plan also would use $97 
million in federal funding for au-
thorized public health and safe-
ty programs and transfer $70 
million in increased state liquor 
sales tax receipts to the state’s 
general fund.

With the state and national 

economies soured by COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions, state 
sales and income tax revenues 
are expected to decline by more 
than $520 million by the end of 
the current iscal year, accord-
ing to state economic forecast-
ers. They predict the total reve-
nue shortfall will be more than 
$1.4 billion over the next three 
years.

The state is in the second year 
of a nearly $8 billion, two-year 
budget and the inancial pic-

ture will be gloomy going into 
the next two-year budget cycle 
as well. In early August, Mills 
ordered all state department 
and agency leaders to come up 
with proposals to reduce their 
spending in the current iscal 
year, which ends June 30, by 10 
percent.

The plan to curtail spending 
was released by Department of 
Administration and Financial 

Pandemic plan: Mills seeks hiring freeze, other cuts
She also looks to delay tech upgrades to help make up 

for over $500 million in lost revenue this fiscal year alone.

By DEIRDRE FLEMING
Staff Writer

A Coast Guard oficer add-
ed another feat to her im-
pressive list of endurance 
achievements by running 
nonstop for nearly 34 hours 
across the state last week-
end.

Katie Spotz, 33, of Cape Eliz-
abeth, covered 137.8 miles 
from the Quebec border 
near Carrabassett Valley to 
the Maine coast in Freeport 
during a run that she said 
raised $17,500 for Lifewater, a 
nonproit that provides clean 
water to third-world commu-
nities.

Spotz’s run could enter 
the record books as the irst 

cross-state, nonstop run ever 
completed in Maine. It has 
yet to be veriied by Fastest-
knowntime.com, a website 
that lists about two dozen 
speed records recorded on 
GPS watches, most of those 
in Maine at Acadia National 
Park. The run took 33 hours, 
40 minutes, according to 
Spotz’s watch, and included 
4,900 feet of uphill running.

It was her irst endurance 
challenge in Maine, and the 
irst fundraiser she’s under-
taken since the Coast Guard 
assigned Spotz, an ensign, 
to the South Portland. Previ-
ously, she had raced in three 

Coast Guard officer raises $17,500 
by running nonstop across the state

By RACHEL OHM
Staff Writer

Union leaders for teachers and 
educational technicians in Port-
land Public Schools said Wednes-
day they are satisied with the 
collaborative effort that yielded a 
new agreement with the district 
regarding working conditions 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but many concerns remain about 
health and safety as the school 
year gets underway.

The agreement, approved unan-
imously Tuesday night by the 
Portland Board of Public Educa-
tion, establishes a temporary ad-
dendum to collective bargaining 
agreements to cover things like 
compensation, hours and working 
conditions during the pandemic.

Caroline Foster, president of 
the Portland Education Associa-
tion, said in an email Wednesday 
the union was pleased at how the 
memorandum of understanding 
“truly was a collaborative effort 
with the district.”

“It was clear through the pro-
cess that we all have the same 

PORTLAND

Unions raise 
safety issues 
as schools set 
new working 
conditions

Please see CASES, Page B3

By MEGAN GRAY
Staff Writer

A federal appeals court 
will decide whether 
Maine’s emergency rules 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, including a 14-
day quarantine for most 
out-of-state visitors, violat-
ed the U.S. Constitution.

Gov. Janet Mills has 

faced three federal law-
suits over her executive 
orders during the pan-
demic. Judges in the U.S. 
District Court of Maine 
have decided in her favor 
in all three, and the plain-
tiffs have all appealed to 
the 1st Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Boston. A panel 
of judges heard oral argu-

ments in two of those cas-
es Wednesday morning.

The irst is a lawsuit 
brought by the owners of 
Bayley’s Camping Resort 
in Scarborough, as well as 
the owner of two restau-
rants patronized primarily 
by those staying at Bay-

Federal appeals court to weigh Maine’s restrictions

Please see COURT, Page B3

Please see SCHOOL, Page B4

HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU, SQUID

Please see BUDGET, Page B3

Photos courtesy of Katie Spotz

Katie Spotz, 33, of Cape Elizabeth ran 137 miles in under 34 hours 
from the Quebec border to Freeport, while raising money for a 
nonprofit that provides clean water to third-world communities.Please see SPOTZ, Page B4
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By KELLEY BOUCHARD
Staff Writer

SCARBOROUGH — Wex and 
town officials have reached a ten-
tative agreement that would give 
the company a $2.25 million prop-
erty tax break on the $50 million 
operations center it plans to have 
built at The Downs.

Under a proposed 15-year cred-

it enhancement agreement, the 
town would return $150,000 per 
year in taxes to the internation-
al payment-processing technol-
ogy firm that Fortune Magazine 
named one of the fastest-grow-
ing, publicly traded companies in 
2019.

The operations center would be 
located near the grandstand and 

the racetrack at the Scarborough 
Downs, at the heart of the village 
center that’s part of a planned 
$621 million mixed-use redevel-
opment of the harness-racing 
property.

Scarborough’s tax incentive 
was among the lowest offered by 
12 communities where develop-
ers pitched competitive propos-
als for Wex’s operations center, 
said Safet Cobaj, Wex’s vice pres-
ident of global real estate.

Still, if the town doesn’t give 
Wex a tax break, it could scuttle 
the company’s plan to move to 
move to Scarborough and pos-
sibly expand its footprint at The 
Downs.

“It’s a potential deal-breaker,” 
Cobaj said. “The tax incentive 
needs to be confirmed before we 
can finalize a deal in Scarbor-
ough.”

Tax watchdogs in town don’t 
like the agreement, with one 

blogger calling it a kickback or a 
signing bonus.

“The Wex deal means $2.25 mil-
lion more tax dollars will flow into 
corporate pockets rather than 
into town or school support,” 
Steve Hanly wrote on his blog 
Look Out Scarborough!

The Town Council began its 
public review of the proposed 
agreement during workshop and 

Wex seeking tax break on its center at The Downs
The company plans to move as many as 1,200 workers to 
its planned $50 million operations center in Scarborough.

By MEGAN GRAY
Staff Writer

Maine officials will appeal a federal judge’s rul-
ing that temporarily blocks a new state law requir-
ing cable companies to provide TV programming 
on an à la carte basis.

Cable companies and broadcasters filed a law-
suit in September over the law, which would be 
the first in the country to require cable TV provid-
ers to offer content on a channel-by-channel and 
even program-by-program basis. Most cable op-
erators offer TV programming on a tier basis, re-
quiring consumers to buy a package of channels 
rather than choosing the individual programs or 
channels they want.

U.S. District Judge Nancy Torresen ruled in 
December that the cable companies are likely 
to prevail on their claim that it harms their First 
Amendment rights and that the law should be 
blocked while the legal case proceeds. She said the 
state hadn’t shown that requiring à la carte options 
would reduce prices and make cable TV more af-
fordable. She was not won over by another argu-
ment from the plaintiffs – that Maine’s law conflicts 
with federal legislation governing cable companies 
– but she still put the new statute on hold.

Gov. Janet Mills and Attorney General Aaron 
Frey filed a notice of appeal Friday through the 
U.S. District Court in Bangor. The case will now 
go to the 1st Circuit Court of Appeals, and both 
sides will likely file written briefs and participate 
in oral arguments. A spokesman for the Maine 

A federal judge in December temporarily 
blocked a law allowing cable customers 
to pick individual channels and programs.

Maine will appeal 
ruling that halted 
new à la carte law

By COLIN WOODARD
Staff Writer

Stacey Abrams, the Georgia state 
legislator who became the first 
black woman in U.S. history to win 
a major party gubernatorial nomi-
nation, warned a Maine audience 
Wednesday that officials across the 
country are using voter suppres-
sion to change election results and 
undermine democracy.

“Voter suppression isn’t guns 
and hoses and bully clubs and Bull 
Connor,” Abrams said, referring to 
the Birmingham, Alabama, police 
commissioner who enforced racist 
policies in the 1960s. 

“It’s administrative burdens that 
interfere with your right to vote. In 
the south they try to stop you from 
getting on the rolls … and to stay 
on the rolls … and have your ballot 
be counted.

“We need our democracy to work, 
we need poverty to end, we need 
disenfranchisement to be a thing of 
the past, because when people are 
suppressed or oppressed it rages. 
It may be silent for some time but 
eventually it will come out.”

Abrams spoke at an event hon-
oring Martin Luther King Jr. at 
the University of New England’s 
Portland campus attended by a 
standing-room-only audience of 
nearly 900 that included Gov. Janet 

Mills, whom Abrams called a “dear 
friend.”

Abrams, a Democrat, lost the 
2018 Georgia governor’s race to the 
just-resigned Secretary of State, 
Brian Kemp, in a contest she has 
described as illegitimate. As secre-
tary of state, Kemp had overseen 
the implementation of some of the 
country’s strictest voting laws and a 
purge of 670,000 voter registrations 
in 2017. His margin of victory was 
under 55,000 votes, leading Abrams 

to declare the result tainted.
“I legally acknowledge that Brian 

Kemp secured a sufficient number 
of votes under our existing system 
to become the governor of Geor-
gia,” Abrams told the New York 
Times Magazine last year. “I do not 
concede that the process was prop-
er, nor do I condone that process.”

In Portland, she described how 
Georgia and other state govern-

Abrams, the first black woman in the nation’s history to win a major party 
gubernatorial nomination, speaks to a crowd of 900 people in Portland.

Photos by Ben McCanna/Staff Photographer
Former Georgia gubernatorial hopeful Stacey Abrams, who lost by under 55,000 votes in a race that 
put a spotlight on voter suppression, spoke Wednesday at the University of New England in Portland.

Stacey Abrams, who lost 
divisive Georgia race, warns 
of voter suppression in U.S.

States can subvert democracy with methods such as purging voter 
rolls and selectively closing polling stations, Abrams told the crowd.
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Selectmen in the town of Jackman, near the 
Canadian border, fire Town Manager Tom Kaw-
czynski, who they said compromised the town’s 
image by publicly advocating racial segregation 
and condemning Islam.

Four days earlier, news reports identified 
Kawczynski, an Arizona native, as the founder 
and leader of New Albion, a pro-white group that 
says people from other cultures should stay out 
of northern New England. That prompted many 
Jackman residents and outside groups to call for 
Kawczynski’s ouster.

Kawczynski receives $30,000 in severance pay 
and agrees not to sue the town. Town Attorney 
Warren Shay says the town did a god job vetting 
candidates for the town manager’s job but that 
“some people just fly under the radar.”

ON THIS DATE
Jan. 23, 2018

David Leaming/Morning Sentinel
Jackman Town Manager Tom Kawczynski 
was fired for supporting racist ideology.

Please see ABRAMS, Page B3

By DENNIS HOEY
Staff Writer

Dennis Coffey’s reign as 
“Jeopardy!” champion ended 
on Wednesday night, but not 
before he seized his moment 
in the national spotlight to 
remind Americans that the 
opioid crisis needs to be ad-
dressed.

The bartender from Old Or-
chard Beach brought up the 
opioid epidemic during the 
segment of the show where 
host Alex Trebek offers each 
contestant a brief opportuni-

ty to talk about their life and 
background.

Coffey, who has worked at 
a number of different jobs 
over the course of his life-

‘Jeopardy!’ streak is over, but 
bartender gave it his best shot

By DONNA M. PERRY
Sun Journal

AUGUSTA — The daughter of a 
Farmington Fire Rescue captain 
killed in an explosion in Farming-
ton last September told a legisla-
tive committee Tuesday that instal-
lation of a bollard near the LEAP 
building severed an underground 
propane line, and that the tragedy 
was “preventable and never should 
have happened.”

Danielle Bell Flannery, whose fa-

Propane line was severed 
days before fatal blast, says 
daughter of fallen firefighter

MICHAEL 
BELL
Farmington Fire 
Rescue captain 
died in the blast

DENNIS COFFEY

Please see WEX, Page B3

Please see CABLE, Page B2

Please see BLAST, Page B2 Please see COFFEY, Page B2

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 1 • 12:30-3:00 p.m.

Self-guided Tours and Information Presentations
with Administrators & Faculty

1501 S. 48th St.
mercyhigh.org

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2015 • SUNRISE FINAL
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Murder, he wrote
Horror fans take their pick of the best,
worst and downright weirdest film
adaptations of Stephen King’s work. Go

Trump and Carson fade
into background at times,
while Cruz and Rubio
steal the spotlight

BOULDER, Colo. (AP) —
Marco Rubio bid forcefully
for control of the Republican
Party’s establishment wing in
Wednesday night’s third GOP
debate, deflecting jabs from Jeb
Bush, who desperately sought to
right his campaign.

Insurgent outsiders Donald
Trump and Ben Carson defend-
ed the seriousness of their White
House efforts, underscoring the
two-track fight for the party’s
presidential nomination.

But in a two-hour debate
focused on economic policy,
Trump and Carson at times fad-
ed to the background.

Less than 100 days before the
Iowa caucuses, no Republican
candidate appears ready to seize
control. The debate ended with
a handful of winners — Rubio,
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz — and
one clear loser, Bush.

Trump didn’t hurt himself but
isn’t likely to surge on his per-
formance. Carson’s lack of spe-
cifics could give voters pause,
but his understated demeanor
has appeal.

Bush, whose campaign just
announced steps to retrench
amid stagnant poll numbers and
slowing contributions, delivered
on expectations that he would
target Rubio. But Bush was
met with a swift counterpunch
that raised new questions about
his viability in a race in which
he once was considered the
front-runner.

Rubio, by contrast, used
the debate to cast himself as
someone who understands mid-
dle-class concerns about student
debt and income. By taking
down Bush, he blunted an entire
line of questioning about his
withdrawal from the daily work
of the Senate.

And Cruz, who used the event
as a chance to tout a new flat-tax
proposal, led a charge from

REPUBLICAN DEBATE

Middle of
packbreaks
outas front
hangsback

CRUZ A HIT IN THE BLUFFS
Debate watchers impressed with
Texan’s fire, not so much with
Bush’s low-key tack. Page 4A

FACTCHECK
How did candidates’ statements
match up with reality? Page 4A

CAMPAIGN TRACKER
See who’s in the race and what
they’ve had to say on the issues.
Omaha.com/2016

BY STEVE LIEWER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After decades of paying almost
nothing to lease 172 acres at Des
Moines International Airport, the
Iowa Air National Guard’s 132nd
Wing is facing a rent increase that
could cost the military up to $5
million a year.

The Guard is battling the Des
Moines Airport Authority over the
validity of its $1-a-year lease for
office space, hangars, apron and
parking. The 85-year lease was
signed in 1975.

The airport authority is stuck in
the middle of a nationwide tussle be-
tween the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and the Air Force.

If the FAA wins, the Pentagon

could be forced to fork over tens
of millions in fees each year from
budgets already reduced because of
federal budget cuts. If the Air Force
prevails, local airports won’t get po-
tential revenue that could help them
cover expenses — including new
costs for fire-rescue services that
the military no longer provides.

“The Department of Defense is
coming in and taking property,” said
Kevin Foley, executive director and
general manager of the Des Moines
Airport Authority. “This is a ques-
tion of fairness. Why is it incumbent
on this airport, or any airport, to
fund national defense?”

FAA officials want the airport
authority to begin charging the

By not flying over DesMoines,
Iowa Guard could see rent soar

See Lease: Page 2

Gavel and gridlock
almost certainly
await Paul Ryan
The House will hold a final
vote today on the Wisconsin
Republican’s speaker bid,
on the heels of approving
a two-year budget accord
pushed by outgoing Speaker
John Boehner. Page 3A

Shop has desserts of every stripe
In west Omaha, you’ll find a cupcake joint
that refuses to be pigeonholed. Living

Omaha forecast
High: 54 Low: 35 Sunny, mainly clear
Full weather report: Page 6B
On Omaha.com: the latest updates
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» Cabela’s and Elliott
Management at a
glance. Page 2A
» A primer on “activist
investors.” Page 2A
»World-Herald
business editor Brad
Davis on the possibility
of big changes for
the Nebraska-based
company. Video on
Omaha.com/money

THE PLAYERS,
THE POSSIBILITIES

new stores. Now, it might be
forced to do much more than that
after hedge fund Elliott Man-
agement Corp. announced that it
owns 11.1 percent of the Sidney,
Nebraska-based retailer.

Elliott said Cabela’s shares
are “significantly undervalued.”
Some of the options that Elliott
and stock analysts mentioned to
jump-start the stock:

» selling the company as a
whole

» putting the company’s re-

al-estate portfolio — including its
stores — up for sale

» spinning off the company’s
valuable credit-card business

Big changes could have an out-
sized impact on the Sidney area,
where the company employs
more than 2,000 people. The city,
which is about 400 miles west of
Omaha, is home to 6,800 people.
Cabela’s is No. 663 on Fortune
Magazine’s list of the 1,000
largest companies in the United

Targeted for transformation

SARAH HOFFMAN / THE WORLD -HERA LD

Saying Cabela’s is “significantly undervalued,” a hedge fund has taken a major stake in the company and could request big changes to push the stock higher.

ONLY IN THEWORLD-HERALD

With 11 percent stake, investor buys a big seat at the table
BY PAIGE YOWELL

AND BARBARA SODERLIN

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Cabela’s could be forced to
sell itself, or carve the company
into pieces, after a New York
investor disclosed a big stake in
the outdoor retailer Wednesday,
saying it intends to push for
changes.

Cabela’s has struggled recent-
ly with flagging sales. It said
earlier this month that it would
shelve part of its plans to open See Cabela’s: Page 2

See Debate: Page 4

K.C.
batmen
flying en
route to
Gotham

A year ago, Alex Gordon
had just seen a World
Series slip away. Today,
“the rock” of the team
heads to NYC up two
games, feeling good.
Dirk Chatelain, Sports

But that doesn’t mean that Barack Obama’s presidential trip to

Omaha today is an everyday event. Bill Clinton barely made it

to Nebraska during his eight years, checking off the Cornhusk-

er State just a month before leaving office. Dwight D. Eisen-

hower and James Garfield never got here as presidents. And

Warren G. Harding nevermade it to Nebraska, though his body

passed through on a funeral train in 1923. GeorgeW.Bush holds

the record for Nebraska trips with nine. Franklin D. Roosevelt

visited four times, including his “White House on Wheels” trip

in September 1935. Today’s visit actually is Obama’s second as

president.He touched down atOffutt Air ForceBase in 2012 be-

fore crossing the river for a rally in Iowa. He’s only the fourth

president to visit all 50 states while in office — the three others

were Clinton, George H.W. Bush and Richard Nixon.

WELCOME,MR. PRESIDENT

FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT
FDR speaks during
a whistle-stop visit
to Plattsmouth
in October 1936.
Famed Nebraska
Sen. George Norris
is second from left.

MOST VISITS
TO NEBRASKA
BY A SITTING
PRESIDENT

9
George W. Bush

4
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Ronald Reagan

3
George H.W. Bush

2
Ulysses S. Grant
William Taft
Woodrow Wilson
Harry S. Truman
Lyndon Johnson
Richard M. Nixon
Gerald Ford
Jimmy Carter

Since Nebraska became a state in 1867,
nearly every commander in chief has visited,

and a few have been frequent guests

GEORGE
H.W. BUSH
Nebraska Gov.
Kay Orr with
Bush during his
visit to Omaha in
February 1990.
First lady Barbara
Bush joined the
president on the
trip.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
Roosevelt addressed a crowd at Omaha’s Field Club on Sept. 2, 1910. This photo
with two dogs hangs in the clubhouse at 36th Street andWoolworth Avenue.

HARRY S.
TRUMAN
On June 5, 1948,
the Missouri-
born Truman
presided over
the dedication of
Omaha’s Memorial
Park. Truman
returned to
Nebraska in May
1950 as part of a
Midwestern trip.

More photos and
presidential visits
on Page 4A. Visit
Omaha.com/
ObamaInOmaha
for coverage of the
president’s visit.

Source:World-Herald archives

C
A
S
S

C
O
U
N
T
Y

H
IS

T
O
R
IC

A
L

S
O
C
IE

T
Y

B
O
S
T
W

IC
K
-F

R
O
H

A
R
D

T
/K

M
3
T
V

C
O
L
L
E
C
T
IO

N
/
D

U
R
H

A
M

M
U
S
E
U
M

(B
E
L
O
W

)

RUTHERFORD
B. HAYES
In September
1880, Hayes
was a guest of
the Crooks at
Fort Omaha. The
Hayeses named
one of their sons
after George
Crook, and Crook
was godfather to
another of the
president’s sons.

WILLIAM TAFT
Taft dined at
the Omaha Club
with the Aksarben
board of directors
on Sept. 20,
1909.

OBAMAVISITSOMAHA
When: 4 p.m. today Where: Baxter Arena, 67th and Center Streets

NO. 12 PROVIDENCE BEATS JAYS ON BUZZER-BEATER SPORTS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2016 SUNRISE EDITION

INSIDE
For the suddenly disabled, a
house can be full of obstacles
An Omaha woman, thanks to her
husband’s innovative thinking
and a skilled contractor, is able
to leave the hospital for home.
Living

Omaha forecast
High: 40 Low: 26
Mostly sunny, milder
Full weather report: Page 8B
On Omaha.com: Find the latest
weather updates
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BY RUSSELL HUBBARD

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

While the flames from the
M’s Pub blaze are extinguished,
a possible legal battle is just
heating up.

Omaha trial attorney David
Domina said Tuesday that he
has been hired by the owners of
the destroyed M’s Pub to handle
legal matters. That could mean
lawsuits are coming after the
Saturday fire that tore through
the landmark building in the Old
Market, leaving only a scarred
hulk.

“We are actively investigating
alternatives for the owners of
M’s Pub Inc.,” Domina told The
World-Herald on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Occupational
Safety and Health Administra-
tion, or OSHA, opened a formal
investigation of one of the
contractors working near the
site of the M’s fire, it announced
Tuesday.

As for the prospect of civil
lawsuits to collect monetary
damages, Domina said the inves-
tigation into the fire is just get-
ting underway. Any court action
would happen only after enough
information is gathered.

“Many things need to be
done to assure that losses are
minimized, evidence is gathered
and protected, and decisions
are made and implemented in a
logical sequence,” Domina said.
“When there is sufficient infor-
mation so quality decisions can
be made and steps taken, those
things will occur.”

An investigation into what
caused the fire — a key deter-
mination in assigning financial
liability for it — is ongoing by
the Omaha Fire Department.
The fire started at about 2:50
p.m. at the historic building at
422 South 11th St. Some eyewit-
nesses told The World-Herald of
a strong odor of natural gas in
the area at the time. The Omaha
Fire Department called the M’s
Pub fire “gas-fed.”

A fiber-optic installation crew
from Minnesota-based North
Central Service was working
underground in the area at the
time, according to city digging
permits, performing work on
behalf of a second company
called Unite Private Networks,
which was in turn working on a
fiber-optic project for telecom

Smokehas
cleared, and
air smells of
litigation
M’s Pub owners hire an
attorney amid an OSHA
probe of the contractor
digging before the fire

MORE INSIDE
» OSHA may cast a wider net in
its investigation. Page 2A
» Cats missing after the fire are
reunited with their owner. Page 2A
» The basements of four nearby
businesses are now dry. Page 2A

JAN. 28, 1905
Corner of 11th and Howard has
seen fire and ice before.Midlands

NOUVELLE EVE
Destroyed women’s boutique has
been a staple since 1973.Money

BY ROBYNN TYSVER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Let the pomp and madness of
a presidential visit begin.

President Barack Obama’s
quick jaunt into Omaha this af-
ternoon will assuredly tie a few
people up in traffic, while giving
8,000 others who snapped up
tickets a chance to score a mem-
orable selfie with the Democrat.

It also will be a chance for
Obama to talk about Nebraska’s
thriving economy and, perhaps,
revisit his call for more gun con-
trol — the White House invited
the head of a group called Ne-
braskans Against Gun Violence
to attend his speech.

He also is expected to squeeze
in a visit to the home of a new
Omaha mother, whose name has
not been disclosed. The White
House said she had recently
written the president a letter.

“She had just had a baby and
was thinking about what the
future holds for her son,” said

City preps
for visit of
presidential
proportions

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama launched his final
year in office with a valedicto-
ry State of the Union address
Tuesday night that painted a
portrait of a prosperous and
secure America but warned of
peril ahead if the country can’t
break the political logjam in
Washington.

His final rendition of the
annual speech focused more on
aspirational themes than on am-
bitious new plans and contained
only a few requests to Congress.

At just under an hour, it
was among his shortest such
speeches.

He praised America for its op-
portunity and security, and cited
a rising standard of living and
growing efforts to preserve the
planet — all achievable, he said,
under the course he has charted

President
stresses the
strengthsof
thenation
In his last State of the
Union speech, Obama
says the political logjam
must be overcome

LIKES, DISLIKES
Midlands lawmakers react to
speech. Page 5A

EPA OVERREACH?
Paul Ryan comments on new water
bill.Midlands, Page 7B

MORE INMIDLANDS
» Obama has caused a stir here
before.Michael Kelly, Midlands
» Nebraska Way is a good model
to follow.W-H editorial, Page 6B

ONLY IN THE
WORLD-HERALD

See Visit: Page 4

See Fire: Page 2

See Address: Page 5
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WEATHER:
Morning sunshine, 

evening snow 
High 31

Details, B6
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COMING
‘He had so many dreams’

Those close to Chance David Baker say an undiagnosed 
mental illness culminated in his fatal shooting by police  

By ERIC RUSSELL
Staff Writer

TOPSHAM — No sooner 
had Topsham Police Chief 
Christopher Lewis and 
MSAD 75 Superintendent 
Brad Smith cleared Mt. Ar-
arat High School of possible 
threats Friday morning than 
another threat came in.

The second involved Wood-
side Elementary School. It 

was third-hand information 
relayed by a concerned par-
ent, but it was enough. Both 
officials rushed to Woodside 
immediately and promptly 
made the decision to evacu-
ate. 

Many students were just 
arriving by bus and were 
told to stay put. They were 
then bused to the Orion Per-
forming Arts Center at Mt. 

Ararat Middle School, where 
parents could get them.

“We did this out of an abun-
dance of caution,” Smith 
said. “But given the recent 
events that have happened 
in our country and also at 
our high school, we felt our 
community would be safer 
if (parents) could come pick 

Topsham gets 2 school threats in one day

By STEVE COLLINS
Sun Journal

AUGUSTA — The executive 
director of the Maine Republi-
can Party admitted to a state 
ethics panel that he is the own-
er and operator of the secretive 
Maine Examiner website that 
published leaked emails from 
unsuccessful Lewiston mayoral 
candidate Ben Chin’s campaign.

Jason Savage’s attorneys said 
the Republican official runs the 
site “in his free time and sepa-
rately and distinctly from his 
duties as a paid employee of the 
Maine Republican Party.”

‘MAINE EXAMINER’

Top state 
Republican 
behind site 
tied to ethics 
complaint
Jason Savage’s lawyers 
say he runs the website 
separately from his duties 
as the state party director.

By PENELOPE OVERTON
Staff Writer

State lawmakers want to cut 
by half the amount of recreation-
al marijuana that a Mainer can 
legally grow.

The law adopted by citizen ref-
erendum in 2016 allowed each 
person up to six flowering plants, 
but the committee tasked with 
overhauling the referendum lan-
guage and launching the adult-
use market voted Friday to cut 
the maximum number of flower-
ing plants that an adult can grow 
in Maine to three. Sen. Mark 

LEGISLATURE

Panel urges 
3 pot plants 
per person 
instead of 6
Lawmakers revising the 
state’s adult-use law say 
the move may reduce the 
risk of black-market sales.

Advice/TV ............D5
Business ................ C7
Classified ...............D3
Comics ...................D4
Commentary .........A7 
Crossword .............D4
Deaths .................... B3
Dispatches  ...........B5
Editorials ...............A6

Copyright 2018
MaineToday
Media

Volume 156
Number 208

Local/State ............B1
Lottery ...................A2
People ....................A2
Religion...................D1
Scoreboard ........... C2
Sports ......................C1
Stocks ....................C8
Sudoku ...................D5
Varsity Maine .......C4

INDEXINDEX

PPH DAILY

By RANDY BILLINGS
Staff Writer

It was a moment of shear joy, at least for every-
one in the room except Portland Mayor Ethan 
Strimling. 

After two weeks of highly publicized antici-
pation, Strimling finally made good on a Super 
Bowl bet and parted ways with his impeccably 
manicured salt-and-pepper mane.  

Strimling’s well-coifed wave was shaved in 
front of a cheering crowd of about 250 students 
at Presumpscot Elementary School on Friday 
afternoon. Also in attendance was Lance Prator, 

In politics, cooler heads prevail

Staff photo by Derek Davis

Mayor Ethan 
Strimling told 
his counterpart 
in Portland, 
Pennsylvania, 
that he’d shave 
his head if the 
Pats lost the 
Super Bowl. He 
kept his word.

The police response reflects heightened concern in schools 
across Maine following Wednesday’s rampage in south Florida.

FULL COVERAGE: 
HIGH SCHOOL STATE 

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Please see THREATS, Page A4
Associated Press/Gerald Herbert

FLORIDA SHOOTING: FBI FAILED TO ACT ON TIP
The agency says it should 
have heeded a caller’s 
warning weeks earlier 
that Nikolas Cruz could 
target a school / A4

■ WELLS MAN was in the 
Florida school’s gym for  
a recruiting effort / A4

■ TRUMP VISITS victims 
in the hospital / A4

By STEVE CRAIG
Staff Writer

LISBON — Zoe Buteau is 
well aware she can make his-
tory Saturday by becoming the 
first girl to win a Maine high 
school wrestling champion-
ship.

“Yeah, I want to be the first 

girl. That would be awesome,” 
she said before practice Thurs-
day. “I’ve gotten better at fo-
cusing on what I want to do, 
just with setting my goals this 
year. I’ve won regionals. So 
now my goal is to hopefully win 
states, but as long as I place at 
states that will be good.”

Wrestling against boys, the 
Oak Hill High junior has a 21-7 
record for the Lisbon/Oak Hill 
cooperative team. She is 13-0 
since dropping down to 120 
pounds, the weight class at 
which she won the Southern 

Female wrestler hopes to be first 
in Maine to pin down state title

Zoe Buteau, a junior at Oak 
Hill High, takes a 21-7 record 

wrestling against boys into 
Saturday’s championships.

Staff photo by Derek Davis
Zoe Buteau practices with sophomore Jack Tibbetts as she prepares to compete in the Class B state championship tournament in Wells.

13 RUSSIANS INDICTED IN 
ELECTION INTERFERENCE
Special counsel Mueller 
charges them with using 
social media to benefit 

the Trump 
campaign, 
in the most 
detailed 
allegations 
of Russian 
meddling  
to date / A2

Please see STRIMLING, Page A7

Please see WRESTLER, Back Page

Please see WEBSITE, Back Page

ROBERT 
MUELLER

Please see POT, Back Page

Make Presidents’ Day, Your Day.
Celebrate & Save! $159/mo

leases starting at
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WEATHER:
Breezy,  

some clouds 
High 73

Details, D6

‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’
What is PFAS exposure  

doing to our bodies?

Saturday, 
May 13, 2023
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By RANDY BILLINGS
Staff Writer

Before attending middle 
school, Rory Tremble felt 
uncomfortable in their 
body. Trapped even. That 
feeling turned into “utter 
self-hatred” when they 
started puberty later in 
adolescence.

“I felt there was no way 
out,” Tremble, a 16-year-
old Standish resident, 

told lawmakers Friday. “I 
didn’t want to deal with 
that terrible feeling any-
more. It got so bad that 
living seemed more like 
a burden than a joy and 
I didn’t want to live any-
more.”

Fortunately, Tremble 
said, they had a loving 
family to conide in. Their 
mother purchased a chest 
binder, which lattens 

breasts, and they are con-
ident their parents would 
support additional gen-
der-afirming care, such 
as hormone therapy or pu-
berty blockers.

“I inally felt right with 
how I looked,” Tremble 
said. “I am privileged, be-
cause if I choose to have 
access to this care then I 
would have it. But there 
are other people who don’t 

have that and go home not 
to a home but to a house 
where people don’t listen 
to them and the effects are 
irreversible.”

Tremble was among doz-
ens of people who testiied 
before lawmakers Friday 
on two bills that seek to 
protect gender-afirming 
care for transgender indi-

Bills on gender-affirming care stir emotions
Dozens testify Friday on two measures, one allowing some transgender teens to take puberty 

blockers and hormone therapy without parental consent, and one protecting health providers.

Photos by Shawn Patrick Ouellette/Staff Photographer

Tom Schmeelk, an entomologist with the Maine Forest Service, near a chokecherry tree in Brunswick that has become 
infested with browntail moth caterpillars. “You’ll see them crawling on people’s houses by the end of May,” he said.

By GILLIAN GRAHAM  
and JOHN TERHUNE

Staff Writers

Four people from Lewiston have 
been arrested in connection with 
a shooting that sent bullets into a 
child’s bedroom at Kennedy Park 
in Portland.

Police say the shooter used a 
rile to ire multiple rounds into 
an apartment just above the stair-
case to the front door on Dec. 21. 
No one was injured, but police 
recovered bullets from several 
bedrooms, including one where 
a 1-year-old child sleeps in a crib.

Police announced Friday that 
four men were arrested this 
week: Noor Mohamed Aden, 22, 
and Jaheim Whiting, 21, were 
each charged with aggravated at-
tempted murder and conspiracy 
to commit murder. Abukar Abdi, 
22, and Jabrie Myers, 21, were 
each charged with conspiracy to 
commit murder. Bail was set at 
$100,000 each for Whiting, Abdi 
and Myers. The bail amount for 
Aden was not available Friday.

Speaking to reporters Friday, 
interim Portland police Chief F. 
Heath Gorham praised investi-
gators for their “dogged” work in 

KENNEDY PARK

4 arrested 
in shooting 
that sent 
bullets into 
child’s room
No one was injured in the 

violence on Dec. 21, in which 

Portland police say a person 

with a rifle fired multiple 

rounds into an apartment.

Ben McCanna/Staff Photographer

Portland police found that 17 
rounds from a semi-automatic 
rifle and one round from a  
9 mm handgun were fired into 
this home at 11 Kennedy Park.

By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

BRUNSWICK — The quar-
ter-inch long browntail moth 
caterpillars squirmed in their 
nests this week in a cluster of 
chokecherry trees in a ield 
across the street from Bruns-
wick Executive Airport.

For now, the caterpillars are 
still small and emerging from 
their nests to feed. But they 
will leave their nests and grow 
exponentially in the coming 
weeks, shedding microscopic 
hairs that become airborne 
and cause itchy rashes on 
people in a growing number 
of areas in the state.

“As the caterpillars get 
larger, there’s more of those 
irritating hairs on the cater-

pillars,” Tom Schmeelk, an 
entomologist with the Maine 
Forest Service, said Wednes-
day as he pointed to a web 
illed with the tiny caterpil-
lars. “You’ll see them crawl-
ing on people’s houses by the 
end of May.”

How bad infestations will be 
this season is not yet clear. 
Populations appear to be 
down in some parts of south-
ern and central Maine, but 
the moths are also spreading 
north and west into new ar-
eas.

Cool, wet weather at the 
end of April through early 
May could potentially lead to 
proliferation of a fungus that 
kills the caterpillars, which 

THE PEST IS YET TO COME
In the next few weeks, browntail moth caterpillars will leave their nests, shedding 
hairs that can cause itchy rashes and breathing issues. Southern and central Maine 
may see fewer moths this year, but the insect is creeping farther north and west.

Cumberland County hot spots like Brunswick, Freeport 
and Yarmouth may be less inundated with caterpillars 
this season compared with last year and 2021.

“WE ARE TRENDING TOWARD DRIER SPRINGS and longer summers. Extended summers 
give the caterpillars more time to feed, so they are going into their winter webs a little 

healthier and a little fatter.” — Tom Schmeelk, Maine Forest Service entomologist
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By EMILY ALLEN
Staff Writer

A former Portland teacher 
was already suspected of pos-
sessing child pornography and 
appeared to be drunk when he 
visited a student in March and 

offered him $2,000.
Both an attorney for Travis 

McCutcheon, 53, and an assis-
tant U.S. attorney prosecuting 
the case acknowledged the in-
cident at a detention hearing 
Friday, during which a judge 

decided to release McCutch-
eon from federal custody on an 
unsecured $40,000 bond. He is 
not allowed to work with chil-
dren or spend time with anyone 
younger than 18 without anoth-
er adult present who is aware 
of the charges against him.

McCutcheon has worked in 
Maine schools for 30 years, 
according to records from the 
state Public Employment Re-
tirement Center. He was most 
recently working with students 
who have behavioral and emo-
tional health needs in Portland 

Ex-teacher met with student amid child porn investigation
Travis McCutcheon seemed drunk when he visited the 

student’s home and offered $2,000, prosecutors say.
PORTLAND

“Transgender people, 
including youth, 

are being explicitly 
vilified and branded a 
threat to their peers 
by grownups – even 
by leaders in their 

communities.”

Rep. Erin Sheehan, 
D-Biddeford,

sponsored L.D. 535

“What is our state 
thinking? Is it not 
better to affirm 
the gender that 
you were born 

with? This is a war 
on our children.”

Sandra Labonte  
of Searsport

opposes both bills 
considered Friday

Please see TEACHER, Page A6

Please see ARRESTS, Page A6

Please see MOTHS, Page A6

Please see GENDER, Page A5
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By TUX TURKEL
Staff Writer

William Harwood, a util-
ity lawyer with decades of 
experience representing 
power, water and gas com-

panies in 
Maine, has 
won the 
support of 
a key legis-
lative panel 
in his bid to 
become the 
state’s next 
public advo-
cate.

Following Tuesday’s 
unanimous recommenda-
tion by the Maine Legisla-
ture’s Energy, Utilities and 
Technology Committee, 
Harwood’s nomination now 
heads to the Maine Senate 
for a likely conirmation. No 
one testiied in opposition at 
the hearing.

In Maine, the public advo-
cate represents consumers 
in utility matters that are 
regulated by the Public Util-
ities Commission, includ-
ing electric, gas and water 
rates, and service issues. 
The advocate can review, 
investigate, make recom-
mendations and intervene 
in cases before the PUC, as 
well as federal energy and 
telecommunications regu-
lators.

The ofice maintains a 
high proile in cases of pub-

Committee 
endorses 
Mills’ pick 
for public 
advocate

By GILLIAN GRAHAM
Staff Writer

Yes, it really was that cold 
outside Tuesday. The good 
news is it’s going to warm up 
a bit before it gets cold again.

The arctic blast that hit Maine 
with its coldest weather of the 
season will moderate slightly 
Wednesday and Thursday and 
then – because it is January af-
ter all – the cold will return for 
the weekend, forecasters said.

Thermometers at the Port-
land International Jetport bot-
tomed out at 1 degree around 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday, Greg Corn-
well, a meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service said. 
Temperatures were much 
colder in western and north-
ern Maine, ranging from 2 be-
low zero in Fryeburg to 14 be-
low zero in Caribou, 15 below 
in Greenville and 20 below in 
Presque Isle. Daytime highs 
reached about 14 degrees in 

ARCTIC BLAST FREEZES 
MAINE IN ITS TRACKS

Derek Davis/Staff Photographer

A plume of frigid air greets passersby on Congress Street on Tuesday, when Portland’s daytime highs hit about 14 degrees.

By RAY ROUTHIER
Staff Writer

Big Nate is inally making 
his on-screen debut.

The animated TV series 
“Big Nate,” based on the 
long-running comic strip by 
Lincoln Peirce of Portland, 
will debut Feb. 17 on Para-
mount Plus, the streaming 
service announced Tuesday.

A sneak peek of the show 
will air Sunday on the Nick-
elodeon cable network 
during halftime of the NFL 

playoff football game be-
tween the Dallas Cowboys 
and the San Francisco 49ers, 
which starts at 4:30 p.m.

Nickelodeon, which is 
producing the series, irst 
announced its plans to 
make a “Big Nate” series in 
February 2020. Peirce said 
Tuesday he’s excited that 
the strip he began 31 years 
ago – and which runs in 400 
newspapers – will inally 
make it to TV.

Pierce said that over the 

years ilm studios have ex-
pressed interest in “Big 
Nate,” but often talked about 
doing a live-action version. 
Pierce said he’s glad he was 
able to hold out for Nickel-
odeon, so Big Nate and his 
friends can look and act on 
screen the way they look in 
his comic strip.

“I’ve always thought ‘Big 
Nate’ could be a really fun 
TV show, but I never want-
ed to do live action. He’s a 
cartoon character,” said 

Peirce, 58.
Before this show, Peirce 

had already converted the 
strip into a best-selling se-
ries of books, and it is also 
the basis for a traveling 
musical show.

Peirce serves as a consul-
tant for the series. He said 
Tuesday he got to see all 
the scripts for the episodes 
and was able to “punch up” 
some of them, in an effort to 

Portland cartoonist’s ‘Big Nate’ makes his TV debut next month

By GILLIAN GRAHAM
Staff Writer

The moment fans of West-
brook’s world famous ice 
disk have been waiting for 
is here: The disk appears 
to be reforming.

Westbrook oficials 
shared a photo Tuesday 
on Facebook of a thin disk 
of ice loating on the blue 
water of the Presumpscot 
River.

Back in January 2019, a 
previous ice disk captured 

OOPS! ... ICE DID IT AGAIN

Westbrook’s floating sensation returns

Ben McCanna/Staff Photographer

Lisa Willey and Bob Critchfield of Casco view the latest iteration of Westbrook’s ice disk 
on Tuesday from atop a parking garage. An earlier disk in 2019 gained international fame.

By KELLEY BOUCHARD
Staff Writer

A fund has been set up for dona-
tions to help a Westbrook widow 
who has been blocked from plac-
ing a headstone on the grave of 
her late husband, a former Afghan 
general who died of COVID-19.

After the Press Herald published 

her story Monday, dozens of read-
ers contacted the paper and the 
reporter, asking how they could 
make a contribution.

The headstone was paid for by 
community members and en-
graved in Mohammad Safai’s 
honor. But the city of Portland’s 
General Assistance program has 

prevented its placement on his 
grave in Evergreen Cemetery until 
his widow, Shaia Safai, repays just 
over $4,000 in cemetery and buri-
al costs. It is the latest challenge 
facing a woman who has endured 
tremendous loss in her life.

Clients of the GA program sign 
an agreement promising to reim-

burse the city when they are able, 
and installing a headstone before 
that debt is paid would violate the 
contract, city oficials said. Mean-
while, the headstone sits at the 
stonecutter’s shop.

Friends of Shaia Safai, including 

Mainers respond to woman’s grief over 
headstone kept from husband’s grave

Courtesy photo

William Harwood would 
represent consumers in 
utility matters such as 
electric, gas and water 
rates, and service issues. 

Longtime utility lawyer 

William Harwood’s 

nomination now heads 

to the state Senate for 

a likely confirmation. 

Shawn Patrick Ouellette/Staff Photographer

Lincoln Peirce’s “Big Nate” comic is the basis of an animated show debuting Feb. 17 on Paramount Plus. It depicts the adventures of Nate, an 11-year-old sixth-grader.

Temperatures remained in the single digits in many parts of Maine  
on Tuesday as the state experienced its coldest conditions since 2018.

Please see DISK, Page B3

Please see BLAST, Page B3
Please see HARWOOD, Page B3
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Please see BIG NATE, Page B4

Courtesy of Asila Gul Mohammad

A fund has been set up 
to accept donations 
to help the widow of 
Mohammad Safai, a 
former Afghan general 
who died of COVID-19. Please see SAFAI, Page B4
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By RANDY BILLINGS
Staff Writer

Critics of the state’s oversight 
of child protective cases have 
slammed a watchdog agency’s 
conclusion that workers didn’t 
make any unsound decisions in 
the weeks and months leading 

up the murder of 
3-year-old Maddox 
Williams.

During an emo-
tional hearing 
before the Legis-
lature’s Govern-
ment Oversight 
Committee on Fri-
day, they pointed to 
his mother’s long 
criminal record 
and known mental 
health and sub-
stance use history, 
and the failure of 

the state to follow its own laws.
Bill Diamond, a former state 

senator who served on the com-

Critics say 
report on 
slain child 
sidesteps 
DHHS errors
They dispute a finding by 

the state’s watchdog that 

there were no ‘unsound’ 

decisions leading up to the 

death of Maddox Williams,  

3, murdered by his mother.

J oshua Mutshaila slept in a shelter 
when he irst arrived in Portland. 
Now he is studying political sci-
ence at the University of Southern 

Maine.
Claudette Ndayininahaze could only 

get a cleaning job during her irst years 
in Maine, despite extensive work experi-
ence and a degree in business admin-
istration. Now she runs a nonproit to 
try to smooth the transition for other 
immigrant women and families.

Apphia Kamanda was one of the irst 
students at Common Threads of Maine, 
a nonproit that teaches skills need-
ed for textile jobs. Now she leads the 

sewing school and teaches classes in 
multiple languages.

David Ngandu worked as a doctor in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. He’s 
trying to be one again here.

They are among thousands of Afri-
can immigrants who – often at great 
personal risk – led perils they knew all 
too well at home for an uncertain future 

in this country. They settled in Maine, 
a state with a population that is 94% 
white and the nation’s oldest, and where 
businesses are increasingly struggling 
to ind workers. They got multiple jobs, 
but their skills were still underutilized. 
Slowly and painstakingly, they built 
new lives, while often looking for ways 
to help others who came after them. 
In turn, they brought new life to their 
communities.

The Press Herald talked to a diverse 
group of people who came here from Af-
rica about how they see their futures in 
Maine – and Maine’s future with more 
immigrants in it.

THEY MADE IT HERE

Slowly and painstakingly, asylum seekers from African nations build new lives in Maine,  
and often find ways to help those who arrive after them.

David  
Ngandu

Apphia  
Kamanda

Joshua  
Mutshaila 

Claudette 
Ndayininahaze

Marcel  
Selemani

LONG 
   WAY
HOME

SEEKING ASYLUM IN MAINE

Photos by Derek Davis/Staff Photographer

Jocelyne Kamikazi, who has lived in Maine since 2006 and is now a U.S. citizen, started Burundi Star Coffee in 
2020 with her husband in hopes of helping farmers in her native country receive fair prices for their product.

By MEGAN GRAY
S T A F F   W R I T E R
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By TIM CEBULA
Staff Writer

The federal government is giving 
away a lighthouse on an island off 
Harpswell, and the town may con-
sider taking ownership.

Little Mark Island Monument 
is among six lighthouses that the 
U.S. General Services Administra-
tion announced this week it would 
transfer ownership for free to qual-
ifying nonproits or government 
entities, along with four others it 

HARPSWELL

Who will  
bring home 
the beacon? 
Feds offering 
up lighthouse
The town might acquire the 

Little Mark Island Monument, 

one of six U.S. lighthouses 

being given away for free to 

nonprofits or other entities.

Press Herald photo by Gordon Chibroski

The beacon-topped monument 
on Little Mark Island was built 
in 1827 as a lightless daymarker.

U.S. will default June 5 
if debt limit isn’t raised, 
Treasury secretary says

MADDOX 
WILLIAMS
His mother was 
sentenced to 47 
years in prison

Where have all the Little Leaguers gone?

Please see BEACON, Page A8

Please see MADDOX, Page A8

Janet Yellen announces a 
new deadline – four days 

later than earlier estimates 
Story in Business, C1
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Wednesday’s National Extremes for the 48 contiguous states

High: 111 at Palm Springs, CA Low: 36 at Saranac Lake, NY

Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice
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State Forecast

Weather for Aug. 3, 2023

COAST INLAND

Today’s Forecast

Extended Outlook

Yesterday’s high/lows

*Estimated

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and  
precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

| |

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow,  i-ice.

Today in the 
Northeast

Portland Tides

Marine Forecast
From Eastport, Maine, to Merrimack River, Mass., out to 25 nautical miles in the Atlantic.

Sunrise today 5:32 a.m.

Sunset today 8:02 p.m.

Daylight today   14 hr., 30 min.

Decrease since 6/21 57 min.

Moonrise today 9:36 p.m.

Moonset today 7:35 a.m.

Record high 103/1975

Normal high 80

Record low 40/1953

Normal low 61

Wednesday’s mean temp. 61

Normal mean temp. 71

Cooling degree days Wed. 0

Average this date 6

Total, month to date 0

Total, year to date 247

Average, year to date 268

Last year to date 304

24-hour precip. Wed. 0.00”

Month to date 0.00”

Normal month to date 0.22”

Year to date 33.16”

Normal year to date 27.00”

Last year to date 19.62”

Statistics from 
Portland Jetport
through 4 p.m.

1/ North: Partly sunny and pleasant today; some sun, 
then turning cloudy toward Clayton Lake.

2/ Western mountains: Beautiful today with partial sun-
shine. A bit of rain tonight. A shower and thunderstorm 
tomorrow.

3/ Central/East: Partly sunny 
and pleasant today. A little rain 
tonight; partly cloudy at the 
coast.

Albany 79 66 t
Albuquerque 95 70 pc
Anchorage 66 52 pc
Asheville 72 67 r
Atlanta 90 73 t
Austin 102 76 pc
Baltimore 87 70 pc
Billings 83 63 t
Binghamton 80 63 t
Bismarck 87 64 pc
Boston 81 66 pc
Buffalo 84 65 pc
Burlington, VT 76 63 t
Charleston, SC 87 72 t
Charleston, WV 74 67 t

Charlotte 76 68 t
Cheyenne 77 55 t
Chicago 89 71 pc
Cincinnati 80 67 pc
Cleveland 87 67 pc
Concord, NH 77 62 pc
Dallas 105 84 s
Denver 85 60 t
Des Moines 85 69 c
Detroit 87 67 pc
Duluth 86 60 pc
El Paso 102 79 c
Fairbanks 81 61 pc
Fargo 91 61 s
Flagstaff 83 47 s

Grand Rapids 87 65 pc
Hartford 82 65 pc
Honolulu 88 75 pc
Houston 100 79 s
Indianapolis 84 67 pc
Jackson, MS 101 80 pc
Juneau 70 54 pc
Kansas City 83 72 c
Las Vegas 105 80 s
Little Rock 104 80 s
Los Angeles 85 62 s
Louisville 81 70 r
Memphis 100 81 pc
Miami 90 80 t
Milwaukee 89 71 pc

Minneapolis 94 68 t
Nashville 84 73 r
New Orleans 97 80 pc
New York 81 67 pc
Orlando 90 75 t
Philadelphia 84 68 pc
Phoenix 112 87 s
Portland, OR 89 62 s
Providence 78 66 pc
Raleigh 83 69 pc
Rapid City 83 63 t
Reno 90 60 pc
Richmond 84 66 t
Sacramento 84 56 s
St. Louis 87 74 r

Salt Lake City 83 64 t
San Antonio 102 79 pc
San Diego 74 65 pc
San Francisco 70 58 pc
San Juan, PR 90 79 c
Seattle 84 58 s
Shreveport 103 80 s
Sioux Falls 89 68 pc
Spokane 91 64 pc
Syracuse 85 65 s
Tampa 94 78 t
Tucson 107 77 s
Tulsa 105 82 s
Washington, DC 85 69 pc
Wilmington, DE 84 69 pc

Athens 93 77 s
Auckland 55 43 s
Baghdad 111 89 pc
Barbados 87 79 s
Beijing 93 79 c
Berlin 73 59 r
Bermuda 84 77 t

Bogota 69 48 pc
Cairo 98 76 s
Dublin 65 48 c
Frankfurt 68 56 pc
Geneva 76 58 sh
Hong Kong 93 81 t
Jerusalem 88 67 s

London 73 56 c
Madrid 90 58 s
Mexico City 74 58 sh
Moscow 83 66 sh
New Delhi 95 81 r
Oslo 73 57 c
Paris 67 57 r

Rome 87 74 s
Sao Paulo 82 57 s
Singapore 85 79 sh
Sydney 72 51 s
Taipei City 89 84 r
Tokyo 94 81 pc
Vancouver 76 57 s

Caribou 74°

74°

86°

79°
81°

80°

81°

85°

85°

84°

Montreal

Toronto

73°

70°

77°

75°

72°

69°

77°

70°

71°

76°

Fort Kent/

76°/ptly cldyBridgton/
75°/ptly cldyWaldoboro/

75°/ptly cldySomerville/

Clayton Lake/

Houlton/

Eastport/

Bar Harbor/

Augusta/

Albany
Boston

New York

Washington

Pittsburgh

Last

Aug. 8

New

Aug. 16

First

Aug. 24

Full

Aug. 30

Buffalo
Springfield

Storms capable of flash flooding and locally dam-
aging winds will focus from Missouri to northern 
Georgia and western North Carolina, as well as on 
much of Wyoming and vicinity today. Heat will 
continue in Texas.

Bangor/
Rumford/ 76°

Rangeley/

Greenville/

Millinocket/

74°/ptly cldyLewiston/

73°/ptly cldyRockport/

77°/ptly cldyRaymond/ 72°/ptly cldyBrunswick/

75°/ptly cldyPortland/

71°/ptly cldyBoothbay/
Harbor

76°/ptly cldyWindham/

77°/ptly cldyParsonsfield/

78°/ptly cldyBuxton/

78°/ptly cldyBowdoin/

76°/ptly cldySaco/

78°/ptly cldySanford/

75°/ptly cldyKennebunk/

76°/ptly cldyKittery/

4/ Down East: Partly sunny 
and nice today. A passing 
shower tonight; partly 
cloudy in the north.

Augusta 75 53
Bangor 76 46
Biddeford* 78 50
Brunswick 74 51
Caribou 74 46
Fryeburg 74 43

Gray 75 50
Greenville 69 52
Houlton 74 42
Kittery* 75 52
Sanford 74 53
Portland 72 50

Increasing cloudsIncreasing clouds

Rainy, with pockets 
of t-storms

FRIDAY

Early a.m. shower, 
becoming sunny

SATURDAY

77 62 78 60

70-71 80-81
58-59 54-58

Today: Wind from the south 
at 8-16 knots. Seas 2-4 feet. 
Visibility clear to the horizon.

Tonight: Wind from the south 
at 10-20 knots. Seas 3-6 feet. 
Occasional rain late.

Tomorrow: Wind south at 12-25 
knots. Seas 3-6 feet. Visibility 
under 2 miles in showers and 
thunderstorms.

Forecasts and graphics, with the exception of WCSH forecasts, 
provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2023

First high: 12:23 a.m. at 11.5 ft.
Second high: 1:04 p.m. at 10.1 ft.

First low: 6:49 a.m. at -1.4 ft.
Second low: 7:01 p.m. at -0.5 ft.

T
hursday will be humid with a 
high in the upper 70s and 
increasing clouds throughout 

the day. Friday will be rainy with 
pockets of thunderstorms and a 
high in the low 70s. Showers taper 
off Saturday morning, giving way 
to a clear afternoon. The high will 
be in the low 80s. Sunday looks 
sunny and comfortable.

Aimsel Ponti/Staff Writer

A dinosaur awaits unsuspecting drivers on Commercial Street in 
Portland early Wednesday. The dinosaur arrived for Jurassic Quest 
at the Cross Insurance Arena. The four-day event begins Thursday.

WEATHER
P R E S S   H E R A L D

– News Center Maine

and family. In October 2021, 
they were on a Cyr bus when 
agents boarded at a routine 
rest stop in Houlton to ask 
passengers if they were 
citizens. When Hopkins 
asked if she was legally re-
quired to answer, the ACLU 
said the agent wrongly an-
swered yes, so she and Kipp 
conirmed they are citizens.

Kipp and Hopkins say they 
were confused and intimi-
dated by the interrogation 
because the bus did not 
cross an international bor-
der and citizenship is not 
required to ride a bus.

In the following months, 
Hopkins and Kipp say they 
regularly heard Cyr drivers 
tell passengers that agents 
would board the bus and 
they should answer their 
questions. When Hopkins 
and Kipp stayed silent, they 
said some agents would ac-
cept their answers, others 
asked repeated questions 
about where they were born 

and where they were travel-
ing; one agent insisted they 
answer and asked to see 
identiication, and another 
threatened to remove Hop-
kins from the bus.

But when agents board-
ed their bus home from 
New Hampshire just after 
Thanksgiving in 2022, Kipp 
and Hopkins said agents 
handcuffed them, forced 
them off the bus and took 
them to a nearby parking 
lot where two other agents 
were waiting, according to 
the ACLU.

When Kipp asked how the 
agents could detain them 
without cause, the agent in 
charge allegedly said he was 
“not playing that game.” 
Eventually, Kipp and Hop-
kins conirmed they are cit-
izens after agents told them 
they would miss their bus. 
The agents required them 
to show identiication, then 
removed their handcuffs 
and allowed them to leave, 
the ACLU said.

“I want to live in a country 
that upholds its values and 
treats people with fairness 
and equality under the law. 

We must hold authorities 
and institutions of power 
to account when they fail 
to serve the people, and 
we must push back when 
unjust, pointless, and un-
lawful acts are carried out 
– particularly when done by 
those in charge. Rights are 
important. You need to ex-
ercise them and keep them 
strong so they are ready 
when you need them,” Hop-
kins said in a statement.

OTHER COMPANIES  
CHANGE POLICIES

Other bus companies 
with service in Maine faced 
months of pressure from 
the ACLU before changing 
their policies.

After a leaked govern-
ment memo revealed that 
Border Patrol agents can-
not board buses without 
consent, Greyhound Lines 
announced in 2020 that 
it would no longer allow 
agents to conduct immigra-
tion checks without war-
rants. For years, Greyhound 
– the country’s largest bus 
line – had allowed agents 

to board buses without war-
rants, though the company 
had said it did not agree 
with the practice and that it 
negatively impacted its cus-
tomers and operations.

The leaked memo ob-
tained by the Associated 
Press stated that the Con-
stitution’s Fourth Amend-
ment prevents agents from 
boarding buses and ques-
tioning passengers without 
a warrant or the consent of 
the company.

Soon after, Concord Coach 
Lines said it would also re-
consider its policy of allow-
ing border patrol agents 
on buses. The New Hamp-
shire-based bus company 
provides service between 
Portland, Boston and New 
York City.

Concord had previously 
said it was unwilling to deny 
federal law enforcement 
agents access to their buses 
or put staff in the position of 
determining whether a fed-
eral agent’s burden of proof 
has been met.

Gillian Graham — 207-791-6315
ggraham@pressherald.com

ACLU 
Continued from Page B1
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Restorative & Aesthetic Dental Associates is 
announcing the retirement of Dr. Scott Burke, 
Dr. Leighton Philbrick and Dr. Thomas Corwin 

after their combined dedication to this  
practice of over 100 years!  

We wish them well in their next chapter of life.  
They leave knowing Restorative & Aesthetic 
Dental is in the capable hands of Dr. Ashley 

Brubaker and Dr. Drew Sigman.
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MIDLANDS Lower corn prediction
In a revised forecast of Iowa’s corn crop, the 
USDA now says it expects 1.9 billion bushels, 
a drop from October. Page 6B
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You’ve read Charles 
Dickens’ classic book. 
You’ve seen the Oma-
ha Community Play-

house’s “A Christmas Carol” on 
its main stage. 

Now you can catch the docu-
mentary film about it on Nebras-
ka public television. The film 
will first air Friday, which also is 
opening night of the annual clas-

sic’s 37th run at the Playhouse. 
“Casting Call to Curtain Call” 

follows the 2011 production of 
“A Christmas Carol” from start 
to finish in an hourlong show 
brimming with humor, history, 
backstage drama and local per-
sonalities. 

NET Television producer-
director Michele Wolford, who 
grew up in Omaha, had long 

harbored the idea of following 
a community theater play from 
page to stage. She pitched it 
in May 2009, spent nearly two 
years finding funding and be-
gan meeting with staffers at the 
Playhouse in early 2011. 

Wolford didn’t have “A Christ-
mas Carol” in mind then. 

“This could have been any the-
ater, any show,” she said. “I just 

knew that the world of commu-
nity theater always has struggle 
and great characters. I wanted to 
capture the cadre of volunteers, 
staff, actors and crew — people 
who put incredible hours into 
this art form, most of them un-
paid.” 

The Playhouse, the nation’s 
largest community theater, was 

What all the humbug is about

Omaha Community Playhouse Artistic Director Carl Beck is interviewed for the NET documentary “Casting Call to Curtain Call,” which premieres Friday.

A documentary explores the Playhouse’s ‘A Christmas Carol’

B Y  B O B  F I S C H B A C H  |  W O R L D - H E R A L D  S T A F F  W R I T E R

» With Veterans Day ap-
proaching, Marine veteran 
Doug Benson of Omaha told of a 
recent visit to the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial — and a poem 
that touched him deeply.

It was written by Kristi 
McGrath of Omaha, and titled 
“Warrior of Vietnam.” Kristi, 
27, a Desert Dome mammal 
keeper at the Henry Doorly Zoo 
& Aquarium, wrote it several 
years ago for a class. 

She and her parents, Larry 
and Lois McGrath of Fairbury, 
Neb., met Doug and his wife, 
Joann, on the mid-October bus 
trip to Washington, D.C. When 
Doug shared memories of his 
two tours in Vietnam, she said, 
she showed him her poem. 

“Surrounded by crimson and 
Satan / My comrades fall to the 
ground / We were sent here to 
fight for freedom / But brother-
hood is what we found.” 

That’s how it concludes. You 
can read the entire poem with 
this column on Omaha.com. 
Because it is written as if by a 
soldier, it reminded me of the 
haunting World War I poem “In 
Flanders Fields.” 

This was Kristi’s first trip 
to the nation’s capital, and the 
Vietnam Wall was memorable 
for her — as was meeting Doug, 
a Union Pacific retiree.

“He was kind enough to open 
up to me and told me a bit about 
what happened,” she said. “It 
was very moving that he shared 
what men went through.” 

She has no relatives who 
served in Vietnam, but her late 
grandfather fought in the Ko-
rean War. She doesn’t recall his 
ever talking about it. 

» When Joan Squires was 
awakened by a phone call at 3:20 
a.m. last Saturday about a car 
crash into the Holland Perform-
ing Arts Center, she needed 
only to look out her window at 
home to see the flashing lights of 
emergency vehicles. 

Squires, president of Omaha 
Performing Arts, works at 
the Holland Center, 13th and 
Douglas Streets — and lives just 
across Gene Leahy Mall at the 
Paxton condominiums, 14th and 
Farnam Streets. She quickly 
got dressed and inspected the 
damage. 

A 21-year-old man’s sport 
utility vehicle had careened 
through the glass exterior of the 
Holland and came to rest against 
a stairwell. He was ticketed for 
driving under the influence and 
running a red light. 

Joan said she was just glad 
there were no serious injuries. 
A temporary wall was installed, 
and the show went on — a sym-
phonic tribute that night to the 
Doors.

Poignant 
poem tells 
of veteran 
struggle

See Carol: Page 2

See Kelly: Page 2

BY JAY WITHROW 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

It’s a migration of sorts that occurs 
biannually: Teenage drivers, many of 
them inexperienced and fresh behind 
the wheel, take to heavily traveled road-
ways to attend state tournament games 
and matches in some of Nebraska’s larg-
est cities. 

These new drivers, who sometimes 
believe they are invincible, can easily 

be distracted by texting, cellphone calls, 
the radio dial, iPods and their friends in 
the backseat. 

They face a daunting challenge that 
even veteran motorists are mindful of: 
heavy traffic that includes semitrailer 
trucks barreling along at speeds of 75 
mph. 

Each fall, many teens without adult 
supervision hit the unfamiliar highways 
for state tournament volleyball matches 

in Grand Island, cross-country in Kear-
ney and high school football playoff 
games across the state. 

In late winter, young motorists are 
back on the road, heading for the state 
wrestling tourney in Omaha and the 
state swimming meet and basketball 
tournaments in Lincoln. 

Two such teens were injured Thurs-
day morning in a one-car accident on In-

Driving to tourneys, teens at risk
Brooke Olson, 
16, of La Vista 
and passenger 
Danielle Soucie, 
16, of Papillion 
were treated for 
injuries suffered 
in a one-vehicle 
accident 
Thursday as 
they headed 
home on 
Interstate 80 
after a state 
volleyball 
tournament in 
Grand Island.
M A R K  D A V I S /
T H E  W O R L D -
H E R A L D  See Drivers: Page 2

IOWA CITY (AP) — Samuel 
Becker, affectionately called “Mr. 
University of Iowa” for his decades-
long commitment to the university 
as a teacher, scholar and philanthro-
pist, has died. He was 89.

Becker, who was born in Quincy, 
Ill., died Thursday in Iowa City, 
Tony Porter of Lensing Funeral and 
Cremation said Friday. 

Becker earned three degrees 
from the U of I in the 1940s and ’50s. 

He became a professor, a chairman 
of what is now the communication 
studies department and interim 
provost.

The Communications Studies 
Building was named for Becker in 
1993, the year he retired.

“He was an excellent leader, team 
player and true gentleman,” univer-
sity President Sally Mason said in a 
statement Thursday. “We extend 

U of I’s Samuel Becker, called  
‘true gentleman,’ dies at 89

Michael Kelly

FROM THE NOTEBOOK

BY MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 

LINCOLN — With a deadline looming 
next week, Nebraska and Iowa groups are 
increasing the pressure on their gover-
nors to opt for state-run health insurance 
exchanges. 

The Nebraska Health Care Alliance, a 
coalition of health care providers and in-
surers, is running a radio advertisement 
urging listeners to call Gov. Dave Hei-
neman’s office in support of a state ex-

change. 
The alliance members include Blue 

Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska, the Ne-
braska Medical Association and the Ne-
braska Hospital Association.

“Let’s do this the Nebraska way, not the 
Washington, D.C., way,” the ad says.

The federal government will create 
exchanges for states that neither create 
their own nor partner with the federal 
government.  

Governors urged to create 
state-run health exchanges

See Exchange: Page 2 See Professor: Page 2
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Seventy-five years ago today,
Nile Kinnick accepted the 1939
Heisman Trophy in New York
with an eloquent speech that
ended with a powerful, hopeful
line amid the winds of war.

“I thank God,” the 21-year-old
football star said, “that I was
warring on the gridirons of the
Midwest, and not on the battle-
fields of Europe.”

That oft-quoted statement,
which received an ovation at
the Downtown Athletic Club,
remains poi-
gnant because
Kinnick —
some of whose
Nebraska and
Iowa contempo-
raries thought
was destined
to be president
of the United
States — would
become one of
more than 400,000 Americans
to die while serving in World
War II.

Omaha philanthropist Dick
Holland, who was three years
younger than Kinnick, saw him
practicing his punting one sum-
mer day at Elmwood Park.

“We thought he was a god,”
said Holland, who was thrilled
as a teenager to catch one of the
punts. “He had such a reputation
as a fine player, and I remember
his remarkable Heisman accep-
tance speech.

“He could have been elected
president,” added Holland, who
served in Europe during WWII.

War snuffed
out football
star’s light
too early

BY KATE HOWARD

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Wayne State College has
suspended its sole fraternity in
light of alcohol poisoning and
allegations of drugged drinks at
house parties.

Wayne State officials said in
a press release that Tau Kappa
Epsilon can no longer recruit or
use college facilities or resourc-
es because of “illegal and dan-
gerous activities related to the
use of alcohol” at its fraternity
house.

Jeff Carstens, Wayne State’s
dean of students, said the col-
lege received numerous reports
of underage drinking at the
off-campus fraternity house.

Two people have been treated
for alcohol poisoning in the past
two months, Carstens said, and
Wayne police opened an investi-
gation after partygoers suspect-
ed they have been given alcohol
spiked with drugs.

Wayne Police Chief Marlen
Chinn could not be reached for

comment Friday.

WAYNE STATE COLLEGE

Frat suspended
after reports
that its drinks
were doctored

Nile
Kinnick

See Fraternity: Page 2

See Kelly: Page 2

To make donations:
World-Herald
Goodfellows
1314 Douglas St.
Suite 125
Omaha, NE 68102
or at Omaha.com/
goodfellows
Today’s donations,
Page 2B

A sculpture of the Creighton
legend is up for grabs in an auction
running Sunday through Dec. 14

BY BETSIE FREEMAN

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Creighton University has one. The family
of basketball standout Doug McDermott has
another.

Now readers of The World-Herald have
a chance to own the third copy of a bronze
statue celebrating McDermott, who was a
senior last season at CU and now plays for
the Chicago Bulls in the National Basketball
Association.

The World-Herald commissioned Omaha
artist James Lepert to create three 20-inch-
tall, 45-pound statues of McDermott, who
scored 3,150 points in his college career,
the fifth highest total in NCAA Division I
history.

The statue will go to the highest bidder in
an auction that runs from Sunday through
Dec. 14 on Omaha.com. Proceeds will go
to The World-Herald’s Goodfellows chari-

GOODFELLOWS

McDermott: Great on the
court, or your coffee table

K E N T S I E V E R S / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Creighton’s got one.
So does the family
of All-American Doug
McDermott. Now
the third statue of
the athlete is up
for auction, and
proceeds go to the
Goodfellows charity.See Goodfellows: Page 2

TO BID
Visit Omaha.com, click on the Goodfellows
button in the upper right hand corner, then
select the auction choice.

M A T T M I L L E R / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

People walk through Creighton University’s campus in the fog on Friday. The haze is expected to continue through this morning.

Ghostly fog that wrapped around the region Friday was expected to linger into this morning before
moving out. Dave Fobert, meteorologist at the National Weather Service, said the fog formed as
moisture drifted up from a band of rain that traveled from Kansas into Missouri. Cool ground in the

Midlands caused the moisture to condense into fog. “We didn’t get the rain, but we got the fog,” Fobert said.
Today is forecast to be sunny, followed by a damp day on Sunday that might start out with freezing drizzle. Highs
both days are expected to be in the upper 30s to low 40s. Next week, a mix of sunshine and clouds is forecast and
highs are expected to climb toward the low 50s by the end of the week.

WARMER WEATHER NEXT WEEK

A WALK IN THE CLOUDS

ON OMAHA.
COM
See a video
of Friday
morning
downtown
traffic
maneuvering
among the
dense fog.

BY ERIN DUFFY

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Public Schools’ Transi-
tion program is growing.

Over the last decade, enroll-
ment in the program, which helps
special education students ages
18 to 21 transition from school to
the workforce and adult life, has
nearly tripled. One hundred and
eighteen students are spread out

across three locations, including a
classroom at Saratoga Elementa-
ry that was added this fall.

But special education officials
are on the hunt for a more perma-
nent space in South Omaha, and
they asked the school board for
permission this week to find and
lease a new location.

The board unanimously ap-
proved the request, with reser-
vations because of cost and the

timing. The request came just one
month after the district passed a
$421 million bond issue.

Transition students now meet at
Saratoga, the Paralyzed Veterans
of America building at 76th and
Maple Streets and the Teacher
Administration Center at 32nd
and Cuming Streets.

Most spend half the day in the
classroom, continuing lessons in
subjects like math and reading,

with an emphasis on job training
and independent living skills, too,
like preparing a résumé, learning
how to cook simple meals and use
public transportation. The second
half of the day is spent at job

OPS Transition program looks for bigger, permanent home
Board criticizes

the special ed
program’s

request for
coming after

bond issue
plans are made

See Transition:
Page 2
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By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

More than a dozen patients 
from states where abortions 
have been banned or great-
ly restricted have traveled 
to Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont to receive abor-
tion services in the past few 

weeks, according to Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New 
England.

Patients from Georgia, 
Michigan, Louisiana, Ohio, 
South Dakota and Texas 
have booked appointments at 
Planned Parenthood locations 
in the three states since the 

June 24 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision overturning Roe v. 
Wade. In addition, patients 
from New York and Massa-
chusetts also are increasingly 
seeking abortions in northern 
New England because timely 

More out-of-staters seek abortions in Maine
More than a dozen women from states that ban or greatly restrict the procedure – or are 
planning to do so – have traveled to Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont in recent weeks.

By EDWARD D. MURPHY
Staff Writer

The number of COVID-19 pa-
tients in Maine intensive care 
units dipped this week to the 
lowest levels in nearly a year as 
fewer patients are experiencing 
the most severe symptoms of the 
disease.

But the virus is continuing to 
evolve, with more subvariants 
emerging to infect even the vac-
cinated and those who have been 
infected before.

The latest ver-
sions, dubbed omi-
cron BA.4 and BA.5 
by scientists, have 
become the pre-
dominant strains 
in Maine and na-
tionally, Dr. Nirav 
Shah, director of 
the Maine Center 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, conirmed on Friday.

He said those subvariants have 
surged to cause the majority of 
new infections in just a few weeks 
and now make up 76 percent of 
the new cases of COVID in New 
England and 81 percent nation-
ally. And, Shah said, the disease 
is likely to continue mutating, ex-
tending a pandemic that has been 
running its course in the U.S. for 
more than 2½ years.

The number of Mainers in 

intensive care fell to 11 this 

week, but subvariants show 

the virus is still mutating.

State reports 
fewest ICU 
patients with 
COVID-19 in 
nearly a year

10

Photos by Derek Davis/Staff Photographer; illustration by magicoven/Shutterstock.com

Peter Davis of Gorham, who drives often for his real estate business, fills up Friday at Panda Market in Buxton. The U.S. 
average for gas has dropped for four weeks straight, the longest decline in average prices since before the pandemic.

May Yang, owner of Panda Market on Parker Farm Road in Buxton, 
said offering gas prices as low as $3.99 was a strategic decision.

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

After weeks of record-breaking gas 
prices, Mainers are starting to see 
some relief at the pump, but industry 
experts say it’s too soon to say if the 
downward trend will continue.

The average price for a gallon of reg-
ular gasoline in Maine was $4.77 on 
Friday according to GasBuddy, a Bos-
ton-based fuel price analysis irm that 
tracks fuel prices across the country.

York County reported the lowest county-
wide average at $4.61 a gallon, signiicantly 

lower than in neighboring Cumberland County 
($4.85). Androscoggin County had the highest av-
erage at $4.86.

Even the highest prices in the state relect a 
decrease from mid-June, when Maine’s average 
gas prices hit $5.09, the highest per-gallon cost on 
record for the state.

AS GAS PRICES DECLINE, 
SOME DRIVERS ON CLOUD 9 

By COLIN WOODARD
Staff Writer

With Dolly Parton watching via 
video link, Gov. Janet Mills an-
nounced Maine will be joining the 
singer-songwriter’s Imagination 
Library, an early-childhood liter-
acy initiative that mails 2 million 

free books to babies and children 
under the age of 5 every month.

The program – which will be lo-
cally administered by the Maine 
State Library – aims to send 
106,000 books from Parton’s title 
collection to more than 14,000 
Maine children by the end of 2023 

in an effort to boost young chil-
dren’s development and literacy. 
Mills made the announcement 
before 18 other governors at a 
meeting of the National Gover-
nors Association in Portland on 
Friday morning.

“When they get a book person-
ally in the mail it’s theirs and it 

Mills joins Dolly Parton’s effort to give books to preschoolers 
At a meeting of governors in Portland, the singer speaks 

via video about her literacy goals for Maine and the U.S.
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$3.99 A GALLON: At one spot in Buxton – a combination gas station, convenience 
store and restaurant – eager drivers are waiting 20 minutes or more to fill up.

The average cost of a gallon in Maine is now $4.77, down from  
$5.09 a month ago. But the (relative) relief may not last, experts say.

The Planned 
Parenthood clinic 
in Portland. Some 
people have been 
coming from states 
like Massachusetts 
or New York, where 
demand has made 
it tougher to get  
an appointment.
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By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

E
scalating premiums and deduct-
ibles have driven about 10,000 
Mainers over a health care 
“cliff,” where they can barely 
afford coverage thanks to a vul-

nerability in the Affordable Care Act 
exploited by the actions of the Trump 
administration. 

Depending on the plan chosen, pre-
miums have increased by about 70 
percent or more since 2014 for peo-
ple who earn too much to qualify for 
subsidies for the federal health care 

program. By contrast, ACA enroll-
ees with subsidies have been mostly 
shielded from rate increases. The 
lack of a cap on premium increas-
es, or other cost controls, for ACA 
enrollees who earn more than 400 
percent of the federal poverty limit 
leaves them unprotected, making the 
“affordable” part of the program for 
some impossible.

Those cost hikes have accelerated 
since President Trump took office, 
and ratepayers are expected to be 
pummeled with giant rate increases 

SOARING HEALTH PREMIUMS SEND THOUSANDS

By TUX TURKEL
Staff Writer

A decadelong effort to establish an off-
shore wind energy industry in Maine is at a 
turning point, its future hinging on wheth-
er state utility regulators vote to reopen a 
power contract to test a patented technolo-
gy for deep-water floating wind farms.  

Supporters of the 
University of Maine-
led Maine Aqua Ventus 
project fear that a vote 
by the Public Utilities 
Commission to alter the 
power-rate terms could 
doom the venture, just 
as it reaches critical 
stages for financing and 
permits. The project in-
volves two floating wind 
turbines that the uni-
versity and its partners 
are preparing to test off 
Monhegan Island.

If the project stays on 
schedule, it likely will 
be the first full-scale 
floating wind project in 
North America. Testing 
the platform technol-
ogy is considered key 
to deploying cost-ef-
fective wind farms in 
deep waters off the East 
Coast. The 2014 power 

contract, which would increase consum-
er electric bills by less than a dollar per 
month, also is crucial because both public 
and private investment is tied to it. 

The immediate risk, advocates say, is $87 
million in federal funding, thousands of 

Effort to build 
offshore wind 
industry may 
hinge on 73¢
Gov. LePage imperils a 2014 power 
contract for floating turbines off 
Monhegan Island that would raise 
consumer bills less than $1 a month.

‘WE WERE 
BLINDSIDED’ 
by a January 
Public Utilities 
Commission 
meeting where 
the University 
of Maine-led 
project came 
under scrutiny, 
says UMaine 
associate 
counsel Jeff 
Thaler. The 
three panelists, 
appointed by 
LePage, voiced 
concern over 
the Maine Aqua 
Ventus project’s 
above-market 
cost of power.

By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The family of 
Stephon Clark joined hundreds at a rally 
Saturday, urging California’s capital city 
not to let his memory or calls for police 
reform fade nearly two weeks after the 
22-year-old unarmed black man was killed 
by Sacramento officers. 

Clark’s fiancee, Salena Manni, stood 
on stage with his two young sons, grand-
mother and uncle for the gathering orga-
nized by Sacramento native and former 
NBA player Matt Barnes, who pledged to 

Sacramento 
rally demands 
justice in man’s 
killing by police

WEATHER
Windy and partly 
cloudy; high 54
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Bill Nemitz’s column
Maine/New England, C1 

By GLENN JORDAN
and STEVE CRAIG

Staff Writers

Lewis Buchanan of Biddeford 
is excited about Portland’s new-
est professional sports team, the 
Maine Mammoths. He bought 
a season-ticket package with 
a buddy for $99 for two seats to 

see eight indoor football games 
at Cross Insurance Arena.

Buchanan, 25, attended are-
na football games as a kid in 
Louisiana, watching the Boss-
ier-Shreveport Battle Wings of 
the now-defunct af2 league.

“It was a blast to watch,” Bu-
chanan said. “You can expect a 

lot of Top 10 ‘Sports Center’-like 
plays.”

Indoor football will debut in 
Maine on April 14 when the 
Mammoths, an expansion team 
in the National Arena League, 
take on another first-year team, 

As arena football struggles, is Portland the Hail Mary?
If the Maine Mammoths play past a single season, they’ll have outlasted many 
of their brethren. The team needs loyal fans to buck a trend of failed franchises.

Photo courtesy of Cross Insurance Arena
Workers at Cross Insurance Arena lay turf  
to prepare for the Maine Mammoths’ April 14  
home opener against the Carolina Cobras.

Staff photo by Gregory Rec
Lobsterman John Williams, 63, of Stonington steers his boat away from the dock early Friday. Four years ago, Williams and his wife 
had a $750 health insurance deductible; today it’s $5,400. The couple look forward to turning 65, when they’ll be Medicare-eligible.

C O U N T I E S
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Region 1: Cumberland, Sagadahoc, York
Region 2: Knox, Kennebec, Lincoln, Oxford
Region 3: Androscoggin, Waldo, Franklin, 
Penobscot, Somerset, Piscataquis
Region 4: Aroostook, Hancock, 
Washington

SOURCE: Urban Institute STAFF GRAPHIC | MICHAEL FISHER

All data are for the lowest marketplace plan available in each region. 
The premium displayed is for a 40 year old nonsmoking individual

Insurance costs have grown as much as 110% for Mainers 
who earn too much for Affordable Care Act subsidies. Now 
the loss of a federal cost-sharing program and likely return 
of ‘junk’ insurance threaten to force more policyholders out.

Please see OFFSHORE, Page A6

Please see PREMIUMS, Page A7

ACA premiums surge
About 10 to 15 percent of the 75,000 Mainers with Affordable 
Care Act insurance have seen their premiums soar since 2014. 
These residents earn more than 400 percent of the federal 
poverty limit, too much to qualify for federal subsidies.

OVER A CLIFF

Please see ARENA, Page A4 Please see SACRAMENTO, Page A14

Up to $700 
in Installation  

Discounts

Special  
Manufacturer  

Pricing

Up to
100 Gallons

of Free Propane

*  Offer available for a limited time only. Terms and conditions apply. See website or contact Dead River Company for complete details.

Save up to $700* 
on expertly installed high efficiency propane heating equipment.

Learn more at DeadRiver.com/EquipmentOffer
or call 1-855-317-4837
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Mainers weigh in as debate rages 
over ethics of eating lobster

Saturday, 
January 21, 2023
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By PENELOPE OVERTON
Staff Writer

On the campaign trail, Gov. 
Janet Mills said she had no 
plans to change Maine’s 
30-year-old abortion law. 
Three months later, after win-
ning reelection, Mills is doing 
exactly what she said she 
wouldn’t do: trying to change 

the state abortion law.
“I support the current Maine 

law,” Mills said at the irst gu-
bernatorial debate in October. 
“It relects Roe v. Wade, which 
tragically the U.S. Supreme 
Court has chosen to overturn. 
I believe a woman’s right to 
choose is just that, it’s a wom-
an’s right, not a politician’s.”

When pressed, Mills reaf-
irmed: “I have no plans to 
change the current law.”

On Tuesday, Mills unveiled 
a bill that would extend ac-
cess to abortion beyond fe-
tal viability, which is gener-
ally considered to be about  

The governor said while 
campaigning that she 
planned to leave the law as is. 
But she unveiled several bills 
this week expanding access, 
including a plan to allow 
abortion later in pregnancy.

Mills said she wouldn’t seek to alter 
Maine abortion law. What changed?

Brianna Soukup/Staff Photographer

Gov. Janet Mills debuted a bill Tuesday that would make abortion legally accessible at any time during pregnancy with a qualified medical professional’s approval.

Brianna Soukup/Staff Photographer

Milo Lake, 3, helps his dad, Ben Lake, clear snow from their driveway 
in Portland. “He loves to shovel. Dirt, snow, it doesn’t matter,” Ben 
Lake said. Eight inches had fallen at the jetport by 7 p.m. Friday.

Shawn Patrick Ouellette/Staff Photographer

Diane Zamos, left, and Ellie Breitmaier, both of Kennebunkport, ski at Harris Farm in Dayton on Friday. Farm owner 
Dixie Harris said people seized the opportunity to get out on the trails with their cross-country skis and snowshoes.

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

Firearms sales in Maine and 
across the country fell sharply for 
the second consecutive year in 2022, 
newly released federal data show. 
But with sales still higher than 
pre-pandemic records, industry 
members aren’t too concerned.

Gun dealers in Maine recorded 
over 114,000 sales last year, a 17% 

decrease from 
the pandemic 
high of more 
than 137,000. 
But the 2022 to-
tal was still the 
third-highest to-
tal since the FBI 
began compiling 
data on back-
ground checks 
in 1998.

Gauging gun 
sales is difi-
cult, since some 
states, including 
Maine, do not 
require back-
ground checks 
of purchasers; 
federal law 
only requires li-

censed gun dealers to submit buyer 
information for review. Although ap-
proximations, background check re-
quests are widely used to estimate 
sales.

In 2019, Maine gun dealers submit-
ted 90,626 requests to the FBI. The 
following year, requests skyrock-
eted by 53%, peaking at 137,149 re-
quests in 2020.

Figures dipped in 2021 to 129,193 
requests. The trend repeated last 
year, with 114,090 background check 
requests.

But while sales estimates have 

Maine dealers submitted 

114,090 background check 

requests last year, 17% lower 

than the record high in the 

first year of the pandemic.

Gun sales 
continue  
to fall from 
2020 peak

FIGURE STILL 
HISTORICALLY 
HIGH: The 
number of 
background 
check requests 
in Maine is a tool 
for estimating 
firearms sales. 
Last year’s sales 
were 25% higher 
than they were 
a decade ago 
and 128% higher 
than they were 
20 years ago.

CHART, A6

By GILLIAN GRAHAM
Staff Writer

Maine inally got a dose of winter weather as a 
storm dropped more than a half-foot of snow in 
some areas Friday, and the next one is on its way.

Most of southern Maine had already received 
4 to 6 inches of snow by Friday morning, with 
heavy snowfall ending by sunrise. Several more 
inches accumulated throughout the day before 
the snow tapered off Friday afternoon, the Na-
tional Weather Service said.

The weather service reported at 7 p.m. that 8 
inches of snow had fallen at the Portland Inter-
national Jetport and 6.7 inches in Gray. Other 
Cumberland County snowfall reports included 
8.1 inches in Cumberland, 7.7 in Gorham and 6 in 

An overdue wintry blast drops 
at least 4 to 6 inches of snow 
on most of southern Maine.

AWAITED BLANKET

MORE PHOTOS of the winter storm on Page B1, B2 and at pressherald.com
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By EDWARD D. MURPHY
Staff Writer

After its initial attempt 
didn’t succeed, a Cana-
dian company has iled a 
new rezoning application 
in hopes of obtaining state 
approval to mine precious 
metals in northern Maine.

Wolfden Resources 

Corp.’s irst application to 
mine copper, zinc, silver, 
lead and gold was with-
drawn in 2021 after state 
regulators said it lacked 
enough information for of-
icials to make a decision.

Wolfden oficials down-

Firm applies again to mine precious metals in northern Maine
The view from 
Mount Chase, 
near land 
that Wolfden 
Resources 
Corp. bought in 
2017. Wolfden 
is looking to 
rezone 374 
wooded acres 
north of Patten 
in Penobscot 
County.

Press Herald photo

Regulators said an earlier plan by Ontario-based 

Wolfden Resources Corp. to mine copper, zinc, 

silver, lead and gold had insufficient information.

Please see MINING, Page A6

Please see STORM, Page A5

Please see SALES, Page A5

Please see LAW, Page A6

But that doesn’t mean that Barack Obama’s presidential trip to

Omaha today is an everyday event. Bill Clinton barely made it

to Nebraska during his eight years, checking off the Cornhusk-

er State just a month before leaving office. Dwight D. Eisen-

hower and James Garfield never got here as presidents. And

Warren G. Harding never made it to Nebraska, though his body

passed through on a funeral train in 1923. George W. Bush holds

the record for Nebraska trips with nine. Franklin D. Roosevelt

visited four times, including his “White House on Wheels” trip

in September 1935. Today’s visit actually is Obama’s second as

president. He touched down at Offutt Air Force Base in 2012 be-

fore crossing the river for a rally in Iowa. He’s only the fourth

president to visit all 50 states while in office — the three others

were Clinton, George H.W. Bush and Richard Nixon.

WELCOME, MR. PRESIDENT

FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT
FDR speaks during
a whistle-stop visit
to Plattsmouth
in October 1936.
Famed Nebraska
Sen. George Norris
is second from left.

MOST VISITS
TO NEBRASKA
BY A SITTING
PRESIDENT

9
George W. Bush

4
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Ronald Reagan

3
George H.W. Bush

2
Ulysses S. Grant
William Taft
Woodrow Wilson
Harry S. Truman
Lyndon Johnson
Richard M. Nixon
Gerald Ford
Jimmy Carter

Since Nebraska became a state in 1867,
nearly every commander in chief has visited,

and a few have been frequent guests

GEORGE
H.W. BUSH
Nebraska Gov.
Kay Orr with
Bush during his
visit to Omaha in
February 1990.
First lady Barbara
Bush joined the
president on the
trip.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
Roosevelt addressed a crowd at Omaha’s Field Club on Sept. 2, 1910. This photo
with two dogs hangs in the clubhouse at 36th Street and Woolworth Avenue.

HARRY S.
TRUMAN
On June 5, 1948,
the Missouri-
born Truman
presided over
the dedication of
Omaha’s Memorial
Park. Truman
returned to
Nebraska in May
1950 as part of a
Midwestern trip.

More photos and
presidential visits
on Page 4A. Visit
Omaha.com/
ObamaInOmaha
for coverage of the
president’s visit.

Source: World-Herald archives

C
A

S
S

C
O

U
N

T
Y

H
IS

T
O

R
IC

A
L

S
O

C
IE

T
Y

B
O

S
T

W
IC

K
-F

R
O

H
A

R
D

T
/K

M
3

T
V

C
O

L
L

E
C

T
IO

N
/

D
U

R
H

A
M

M
U

S
E

U
M

(B
E

L
O

W
)

RUTHERFORD
B. HAYES
In September
1880, Hayes
was a guest of
the Crooks at
Fort Omaha. The
Hayeses named
one of their sons
after George
Crook, and Crook
was godfather to
another of the
president’s sons.

WILLIAM TAFT
Taft dined at
the Omaha Club
with the Aksarben
board of directors
on Sept. 20,
1909.

OBAMA VISITS OMAHA
When: 4 p.m. today Where: Baxter Arena, 67th and Center Streets

NO. 12 PROVIDENCE BEATS JAYS ON BUZZER�BEATER SPORTS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2016 SUNRISE EDITION

INSIDE
For the suddenly disabled, a
house can be full of obstacles
An Omaha woman, thanks to her
husband’s innovative thinking
and a skilled contractor, is able
to leave the hospital for home.
Living

Omaha forecast
High: 40 Low: 26
Mostly sunny, milder
Full weather report: Page 8B
On Omaha.com: Find the latest
weather updates
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BY RUSSELL HUBBARD

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

While the flames from the
M’s Pub blaze are extinguished,
a possible legal battle is just
heating up.

Omaha trial attorney David
Domina said Tuesday that he
has been hired by the owners of
the destroyed M’s Pub to handle
legal matters. That could mean
lawsuits are coming after the
Saturday fire that tore through
the landmark building in the Old
Market, leaving only a scarred
hulk.

“We are actively investigating
alternatives for the owners of
M’s Pub Inc.,” Domina told The
World-Herald on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Occupational
Safety and Health Administra-
tion, or OSHA, opened a formal
investigation of one of the
contractors working near the
site of the M’s fire, it announced
Tuesday.

As for the prospect of civil
lawsuits to collect monetary
damages, Domina said the inves-
tigation into the fire is just get-
ting underway. Any court action
would happen only after enough
information is gathered.

“Many things need to be
done to assure that losses are
minimized, evidence is gathered
and protected, and decisions
are made and implemented in a
logical sequence,” Domina said.
“When there is sufficient infor-
mation so quality decisions can
be made and steps taken, those
things will occur.”

An investigation into what
caused the fire — a key deter-
mination in assigning financial
liability for it — is ongoing by
the Omaha Fire Department.
The fire started at about 2:50
p.m. at the historic building at
422 South 11th St. Some eyewit-
nesses told The World-Herald of
a strong odor of natural gas in
the area at the time. The Omaha
Fire Department called the M’s
Pub fire “gas-fed.”

A fiber-optic installation crew
from Minnesota-based North
Central Service was working
underground in the area at the
time, according to city digging
permits, performing work on
behalf of a second company
called Unite Private Networks,
which was in turn working on a
fiber-optic project for telecom

Smoke has
cleared, and
air smells of
litigation
M’s Pub owners hire an
attorney amid an OSHA
probe of the contractor
digging before the �re

MORE INSIDE
» OSHA may cast a wider net in
its investigation. Page 2A
» Cats missing after the fire are
reunited with their owner. Page 2A
» The basements of four nearby
businesses are now dry. Page 2A

JAN. 28, 1905
Corner of 11th and Howard has
seen fire and ice before. Midlands

NOUVELLE EVE
Destroyed women’s boutique has
been a staple since 1973. Money

BY ROBYNN TYSVER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Let the pomp and madness of
a presidential visit begin.

President Barack Obama’s
quick jaunt into Omaha this af-
ternoon will assuredly tie a few
people up in traffic, while giving
8,000 others who snapped up
tickets a chance to score a mem-
orable selfie with the Democrat.

It also will be a chance for
Obama to talk about Nebraska’s
thriving economy and, perhaps,
revisit his call for more gun con-
trol — the White House invited
the head of a group called Ne-
braskans Against Gun Violence
to attend his speech.

He also is expected to squeeze
in a visit to the home of a new
Omaha mother, whose name has
not been disclosed. The White
House said she had recently
written the president a letter.

“She had just had a baby and
was thinking about what the
future holds for her son,” said

City preps
for visit of
presidential
proportions

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama launched his final
year in office with a valedicto-
ry State of the Union address
Tuesday night that painted a
portrait of a prosperous and
secure America but warned of
peril ahead if the country can’t
break the political logjam in
Washington.

His final rendition of the
annual speech focused more on
aspirational themes than on am-
bitious new plans and contained
only a few requests to Congress.

At just under an hour, it
was among his shortest such
speeches.

He praised America for its op-
portunity and security, and cited
a rising standard of living and
growing efforts to preserve the
planet — all achievable, he said,
under the course he has charted

President
stresses the
strengths of
the nation
In his last State of the
Union speech, Obama
says the political logjam
must be overcome

LIKES, DISLIKES
Midlands lawmakers react to
speech. Page 5A

EPA OVERREACH?
Paul Ryan comments on new water
bill. Midlands, Page 7B

MORE IN MIDLANDS
» Obama has caused a stir here
before. Michael Kelly, Midlands
» Nebraska Way is a good model
to follow. W-H editorial, Page 6B

ONLY IN THE
WORLD�HERALD

See Visit: Page 4

See Fire: Page 2

See Address: Page 5
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WASHINGTON — 
Rapper Kanye West 
has been invited to the 
White House. 

White House press 
secretary Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders says West 
is scheduled to have 
lunch with President 
Trump on Thursday and 
meet with Trump’s son-
in-law, Jared Kushner. 
Sanders said Tuesday 
that they’ll talk about 
manufacturing, prison 
reform, preventing gang 
violence and reducing 
violence in Chicago, 
where West grew up. 

Trump recently 
tweeted praise for West, 
who closed a “Saturday 
Night Live” show wear-
ing a “Make America 
Great Again” hat and 

delivering an unscripted 
pro-Trump message 
after the credits rolled. 

West is married to 
reality television star 
Kim Kardashian West, 

who successfully pushed 
Trump to grant a pardon 
for a drug offender this 
year and has met with 
senior aides regarding 
criminal justice reform.

During his “Saturday 
Night Live” appearance, 
West sought to tamp 
down criticism about 
his relationship with the 
president.

“There’s so many times 
I talk to, like, a white 
person about this and 
they say, ‘How could 
you like Trump? He’s 
racist.’ Well, uh, if I was 
concerned about racism, 
I would’ve moved out 
of America a long time 
ago,” West said.

He has previously said 
he would have voted for 
Trump - if he had voted.

Kanye West invited to White House

Associated Press
West recently closed 
an ‘SNL’ episode with 
a pro-Trump speech.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Taylor 
Swift’s first big jump into 
politics might have gained 
her some extra haters, but 
many observers don’t think 
her endorsement in a com-
petitive midterm U.S. Senate 
race will result in a massive 
backlash.  

Republicans have criticized 
Swift following her surprise 
statement endorsing Tennes-
see Democratic U.S. Senate 
candidate Phil Bredesen over 
Republican candidate Marsha 
Blackburn. 

But she stuck to issues 
that were important to her, 
including women’s rights, 
observers say, and she isn’t 
likely to face strong backlash 
that could hurt her career.  

Swift to Bredesen: 
I’ll write your name

By JENNIFER SINCO 
KELLEHER

Associated Press

HONOLULU — If you got in-
cessant phone calls last week 
from a hospital that cares for 
Hawaiian monk seals, you 
were butt-dialed. 

2r, more specifically, foot-di-
aled.

By a gecko.
Marine mammal veterinar-

ian Claire Simeone was at 
lunch when she got a call from 
Ke Kai Ola, the Big Island 
hospital where she’s director. 
There was silence on the oth-
er end. Nine more silent calls 
followed. Fearing a seal emer-
gency, she rushed back. 

She wasn’t the only one get-
ting calls, and people started 
asking why the hospital was 
calling non-stop. 

7rying figure out why a ´ba-
zillion” calls were made from 
one line, she called the phone 
company and a rep tried to 
talN her through finding a 
possible line on the fritz. She 
walked into a lab and found 
the culprit. The gecko was 
perched on a phone, making 
calls to everyone in the recent 
call history with ´HI6 7I1< 
GECKO FEET,” she wrote in 
a Twitter thread the next day, 
detailing the saga. 

Social media delighted in the 
tale and some people offered 
jokes about a certain compa-
ny’s gecko calling to save you 
money on your car insurance. 

After discovering the mys-
tery caller, Simeone caught 
the gecko and put it outside 
on a plant, she said Tuesday. 

´If there·s a little gecNo that 
helps us share the story of 
conservation, then that’s a 
win,” she said of the work she 
does caring for the endan-
gered seals.  ´I thinN people 
needed a little pick me up 
with the news cycle.”

Gecko makes 
‘bazillion’ calls 
from Hawaii 
seal hospital

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
and TAMARA LUSH

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A fast 
and furious Hurricane Michael 
sped toward the Florida Panhan-
dle on Tuesday with 120 mph winds 
and a potential storm surge of 13 
feet, giving tens of thousands of 
people precious little time to get 
out or board up.

Drawing energy from the warm 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico, the 
storm strengthened rapidly into a 
potentially devastating Category 3 
by evening. It was expected to blow 
ashore around midday Wednesday 
near Panama City Beach, along a 
lightly populated stretch of fishing 
villages and white-sand spring-
break beaches.

While )lorence tooN five days 
between the time it turned into 
a hurricane and the moment it 
rolled into the Carolinas, Michael 
gave Florida what amounted to 
two days’ notice. It developed into 
a hurricane on Monday, and by 
Tuesday, more than 180,000 people 
were under mandatory evacuation 
orders.

´We don·t Nnow if it·s going to 

wipe out our house or not,” Jason 
McDonald, of Panama City, said 
as he and his wife drove north into 
Alabama with their two children, 
ages � and �. ´We want to get them 
out of the way.”

Coastal residents rushed to 
board up their homes and stock 
up on bottled water and other sup-
plies.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott warned 
it was a ´monstrous hurricane,µ 

and his Democratic opponent for 
the Senate, Sen. Bill Nelson, said 
a ´wall of waterµ could cause de-
struction along the Panhandle.

´'on·t thinN that you can ride this 
out if you’re in a low-lying area,” 
Nelson said on CNN.  

%ut some officials were worried 
by what they weren’t seeing – a 
rush of evacuees.

´I am not seeing the level of traf-
fic on the roadways that I would 
expect when we’ve called for the 
evacuation of 75 percent of this 
county,” Bay County Sheriff Tom-
my Ford said.

Aja Kemp, 36, planned to stay 
in her mobile home in Crawford-
ville. She worked all night stocking 
shelves at a big-box store that was 
closing later Tuesday, then got to 
work securing her yard.

Kemp said the bill totaled over 
���� when she and her family fled 
Hurricane Irma’s uncertain path 
last year.

´I Must can·t bring myself to 
spend that much money,” she said. 
´We·ve got supplies to last us a 
week. Plenty of water. I made sure 
we’ve got clean clothes. We got ev-
erything tied down.”

Fast-moving Michael menaces South 

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — Backers of 
broad marijuana legalization are 
looking to break through a geograph-
ic barrier in November and get their 
first foothold in the 0idwest after a 
string of election victories in North-
eastern and Western states. 

Michigan and North Dakota, 
where voters previously authorized 
medical marijuana, will decide if the 
drug should be legal for any adult 
21 and older. They would become 
the 10th and 11th states to legalize 
recreational marijuana since 2012, 
lightning speed in political terms. 

Meantime, Missouri and Utah will 
weigh medical marijuana, which is 
permitted in 31 states after voters 
in conservative Oklahoma approved 
such use in June. Even if Utah’s ini-
tiative is defeated, a compromise 
reached last week between advo-
cates and opponents including the 
Mormon church would have the Leg-
islature legalize medical marijuana.

´We·ve Nind of reached a critical 
mass of acceptance,” said Rebec-
ca Haffajee, a University of Mich-
igan assistant professor of health 
management and policy. She said 
the country may be at a ´breaNing 
point” where change is inevitable at 
the federal level because so many 
states are in conflict with 8.6. policy 
that treats marijuana as a controlled 
substance like heroin.

´*enerally, people either find a 
therapeutic benefit or enMoy the sub-
stance and want to do so without the 
fear of being a criminal for using it,” 
Haffajee said.

Two years ago voters in California 
approved a ballot measure creating 
the world’s largest legal marijuana 
market. Oregon, Washington, Alas-
ka, Colorado and Nevada are other 
Western states with legal marijuana 
for medical and personal uses. On 
the other side of the country, Mas-
sachusetts, Maine, Vermont and 
Washington, D.C., have legalized 
recreational marijuana, and every 
other Northeastern state has ap-
proved medical marijuana.   

In Michigan, surveys show the 
public’s receptiveness to marijuana 
legalization tracks similarly with na-
tionwide polling that finds about �� 
percent support, according to Gal-
lup and the Pew Research Center.

The Washington-based Marijuana 
Policy Project was the driving force 
behind successful legalization ini-
tiatives in other states and has giv-
en at least $444,000 for the Michigan 
ballot drive.

´7he electorate is recogni]ing that 
prohibition doesn’t work. There’s 
also a growing societal acceptance 
of marijuana use on a personal lev-
el,” said Matthew Schweich, the 
project’s deputy director. 

´2ur culture has already legali]ed 
marijuana. Now it’s a question of, 
‘How quickly will the laws catch up?”’ 
added Schweich, also the campaign 
director for the Michigan legalization 
effort, known as the Coalition to Reg-
ulate Marijuana Like Alcohol. 

Midwest voters have considered 
recreational legalization just once 
before, in 2015, when Ohio over-
whelmingly rejected it. Supporters 
said the result was more backlash 
against allowing only certain private 
investors to control growing facili-
ties than opposition to marijuana. 
Proponents of Michigan’s measure 
say it would align with a new, strong 
regulatory system for medical mar-
ijuana businesses and add roughly 
$130 million annually in tax revenue. 

Critics say the Michigan measure 
is out of step and cite provisions 
allowing a possession limit of 71 

grams that is higher than many oth-
er states and a 16 percent tax rate 
that is lower. Opponents include 
chambers of commerce and law 
enforcement groups along with doc-
tors, the Catholic Church and orga-
ni]ations fighting substance abuse. 

Randy Richardville, a former 
Republican legislative leader and 
spokesman for the opposition group 
Healthy and Productive Michigan, 
said adults – even those without se-
rious health problems – already can 
easily obtain pot under the state’s 
lax medical marijuana law. The bal-
lot proposal, he said, would lead to a 
more ́ stonedµ worNforce, car crash-
es and crimes, and increased health 
risks for teens.

Backers counter that teens’ use 
of marijuana has not increased in 
states that already have approved 
recreational use and point to the 
drug·s other benefits, liNe as a safer 
substitute for painkillers.

´It·ll taNe the scourge of the old 
days when drug dealers sold heroin 
and crack and methamphetamines 
and marijuana – it was all lumped 
together” said Stu Carter, who owns 
Utopia Gardens, a medical mari-
Muana shop in 'etroit. ´1ow we can 
pull that away from that illegal drug 
world and make it much safer for the 
consumer.”

Cannabis backers seek Midwest win

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 
10, the 283rd day of 2018. 
There are 82 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Oct. 10, 1973, Vice 
President Spiro T. Agnew, 
accused of accepting 
bribes, pleaded no contest 
to one count of federal 
income tax evasion, and 
resigned his office.

On this date:
In 1845, the U.S. Naval 

Academy was established 
in Annapolis, Maryland.

In 1911, Chinese revo-
lutionaries launched an 
uprising which led to the 
collapse of the Qing (or 
Manchu) Dynasty and the 
establishment of the Re-
public of China.

In 1967, the Outer Space 
Treaty, prohibiting the plac-
ing of weapons of mass 
destruction on the moon or 
elsewhere in space, entered 
into force.

In 1978, President Jimmy 
Carter signed a bill autho-
rizing the Susan B. Anthony 
dollar.

In 2001, U.S. jets pound-
ed the Afghan capital of 
Kabul. 

Today’s Birthdays:
 Former Illinois Sen. 

Adlai Stevenson III is 88. 
Singer-musician Midge 
Ure is 65. Actress Rebecca 
Pidgeon is 53.  Singer Mya 
is 39. Actor Dan Stevens is 
36.  Actress Rose McIver is 
30. Actress Aimee Tee-
garden is 29.

– From news service reports

PEOPLE & ENTERTAINMENT

 ■ Because of an 
editing error, a headline 
on a story on Page 
A1 Tuesday about 
hotelier Tom Walsh 
mischaracterized his 
relationship to the 
Samoset Resort. Walsh 
owned the hotel.
 To report an error, 
please call 791-6300 
Monday through Friday, 
791-6321 after 5 p.m. and 
on weekends, or e-mail:

corrections@pressherald.com

LOTTERY NUMBERS
TUESDAY’S TRI-STATE RESULTS
Evening Pick 3: 0-4-8
Pick 4: 0-7-6-6
Midday Pick 3: 3-9-9
Pick 4: 0-2-7-0
■ Mega Millions: Not available
Jackpot: $470 million
■ Monday Gimme 5: 

06-20-21-26-31
■ Monday Lucky for Life:
05-34-35-36-48, Lucky Ball: 15
■ Saturday Megabucks: 

07-22-23-29-31, Megaball: 6
Today’s jackpot: $11.5 million
■ Saturday Powerball: 

01-22-27-53-67, Powerball: 15
Today’s jackpot: $282 million
■ Saturday Lotto America: 

10-14-27-46-49, Star Ball: 1
Today’s jackpot: $9.3 million

Associated Press/Chris O’Meara
Krystal Day, of Homosassa, Fla., left, leads a sandbag assembly 
line at the Old Port Cove restaurant Tuesday in Ozello, Fla. 
Employees were hoping to protect the restaurant from flooding. 

Associated Press/Richard Vogel
Nicole Kahamneian takes a hit at the Hitman Coffee Shop in Los 
Angeles last month. Two years ago, California voters approved a 
ballot measure legalizing marijuana. Advocates are hoping voters 
in the Midwest are ready to do the same. 

Pick 4 Evening

even; Powerball: fifteen; Power Play: 
three)

Estimated jackpot: $253 million
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WARREN MAN with record going back decades is again charged with auto theft / C2

By RANDY BILLINGS
Staff Writer

Less than two weeks after 
takLnJ ofÀFe� 3ortOanG 0a\-
or .ate 6n\Ger Pet wLth FLt\ 
FoXnFLOors thLs week to estaE-
OLsh FoOOeFtLYe JoaOs for FLt\ 
JoYernPent anG EeJLn GLs-
FXssLons aEoXt EXGJet GLreF-
tLon for Eoth FLt\ anG sFhooO 

aGPLnLstrators�
'XrLnJ a PoGerateG 
JoaO-settLnJ workshoS heOG 
7XesGa\� FoXnFLOors aJreeG to 
foFXs the work of eLJht FoXn-
FLO FoPPLttees on foXr Jen-
eraO SoOLF\ areas� LnFreasLnJ 
afforGaEOe hoXsLnJ� FontLnX-
LnJ to aGGress hoPeOessness� 

Housing, tax relief on Snyder’s agenda
The mayor and City Council will prioritize affordable 
housing and boosting public transportation in 2020.

Kate Snyder, 
at right, said 
during her 
campaign for 
Portland mayor 
that affordable 
housing and 
property taxes 
were among 
residents’ top 
concerns.

Ben McCanna/Staff 
Photographer

By RACHEL OHM
Staff Writer

0aLne Ls PoYLnJ aheaG wLth 
SOans to stXG\ Lts sSeFLaO eGXFa-
tLon serYLFes for \oXnJ FhLOGren 
whLOe OawPakers FonsLGer shLft-
LnJ serYLFes for SresFhooO-aJe 
FhLOGren awa\ froP the state to 
OoFaO sFhooO GLstrLFts�
2n :eGnesGa\ the LeJLsOa-

tXre·s &oPPLttee on (GXFa-
tLon anG &XOtXraO $ffaLrs YoteG 
XnanLPoXsO\ to PoYe aheaG 
wLth work to Ee Gone E\ %os-
ton-EaseG 3XEOLF &onsXOtLnJ 
*roXS� ,nF� on the FonGLtLon 
that a reYLew of e[LstLnJ earO\ 
FhLOGhooG serYLFes Ee FoPSOet-
eG Eefore the JroXS ErLnJs a 
SroSoseG LPSOePentatLon SOan 
EaFk to the FoPPLttee�
7he Àrst Shase of the JroXS·s 

work� to LnFOXGe a reYLew of 
FXrrent serYLFes anG how earO\ 
FhLOGhooG sSeFLaO eGXFatLon Ls 
SroYLGeG Ln other states� Ls GXe 
Eefore the eGXFatLon FoPPLttee 
E\ $SrLO �� saLG 6en� 5eEeFFa 0LO-
Oett� '-&XPEerOanG� Fo-FhaLr-

woPan of the FoPPLttee�
$n LPSOePentatLon SOan for 

how the state FoXOG PoYe for-
warG on shLftLnJ sSeFLaO eGXFa-
tLon for SresFhooO-aJe FhLOGren 
to OoFaO sFhooO GLstrLFts woXOG 
foOOow E\ 'eF� ��
´7hLs Ls reLnforFLnJ that the\ 

wLOO FoPe to Xs wLth an anaO\sLs 
anG reFoPPenGatLons Eefore 

SroFeeGLnJ to the LPSOePen-
tatLon SroFess�µ 0LOOett saLG� 
´7here were soPe FonFerns on 
the �6SeFLaO (GXFatLon 6erYLFes 
$GYLsor\ &oPPLttee� anG we 
wanteG to Ee aEsoOXteO\ FOear 
that·s what·s JoLnJ to haSSen�µ
7he stXG\ FoPes as a ELOO Ee-

fore the LeJLsOatXre� L�'� ����� 
SroSoses eOLPLnatLnJ &hLOG 'e-

YeOoSPent 6erYLFes� the GLYLsLon 
of the 'eSartPent of (GXFatLon 
that FXrrentO\ oYersees sSeFLaO 
eGXFatLon for \oXnJ FhLOGren� 
Ln faYor of PoYLnJ serYLFes for 
SresFhooO-aJe FhLOGren to OoFaO 
sFhooO GLstrLFts�
7he OeJLsOatLon foOOows EXGJet-

ar\ anG other FonFerns reOateG 
to &hLOG 'eYeOoSPent 6erYLFes 
anG TXestLons aEoXt whether the 
shLft woXOG streaPOLne serYLFes�
&rLtLFs of the SroSosaO TXes-

tLon how OoFaO sFhooO GLstrLFts 
woXOG fXnG the aGGLtLonaO ser-
YLFes� whether GLstrLFts haYe 
sSaFe Ln theLr EXLOGLnJs for Pore 
FhLOGren anG how eTXLSSeG the\ 
are to ÀnG the sSeFLaOLsts \oXnJ 
FhLOGren neeG�
7he stXG\� whLFh was aS-
SroYeG E\ OawPakers as Sart 
of the state EXGJet Oast \ear� 
Ls estLPateG to Fost Eetween 
�������� anG ���������

Rachel Ohm — 207-791-6388
rohm@pressherald.com
Twitter: @rachel_ohm

Panel OKs review of youth special education services

David Leaming/Morning Sentinel
The state is considering shifting special education services 
to make local school districts responsible for preschool-age 
children. Sen. Rebecca Millett, left, supports the move to first 
have a consultant review existing early childhood services.

Brianna Soukup/Staff Photographer
A fresh dusting of snow sits atop roofs in Portland’s East End on Wednesday, when conditions returned to December 
norms after two days of warmer weather. Thursday’s high will be in the upper 20s to low 30s. Weather / Back Page

COASTAL MAINE, FAMOUS FOR ITS WHITECAPS

By STEVE COLLINS
Sun Journal

6en� 6Xsan &oOOLns Ls the onO\ 
5eSXEOLFan to haYe MoLneG �� 6en-
ate 'ePoFrats anG two LnGeSen-
Gents Ln sLJnLnJ a Oetter FaOOLnJ 
on the 8nLteG 6tates to Go Pore 
to aGGress the JrowLnJ FOLPate 
FrLsLs�
´)aLOLnJ to aGGress the worsen-
LnJ FrLsLs of FOLPate FhanJe wLOO 
wreak GaPaJes on aOO $PerLFans 
for FentXrLes Lnto the fXtXre�µ the 
senators wrote this week in a 
Oetter to 3atriFia (sSinosa� e[eF-
XtiYe seFretar\ of the 8niteG 1a-
tions )raPework &onYention on 
&OiPate &hanJe�
7he 'eF� � Oetter� siJneG E\ 
&oOOins� who is 0aine·s senior 
senator� anG 6en� $nJXs .inJ� a 
seFonG-terP 0aine inGeSenGent� 

Collins, King 
join senators 
urging U.S. to 
act on climate
Republican Susan Collins is 
the only senator in her party 
to sign a letter criticizing a 
‘threadbare’ federal effort.

By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

)reeSort +iJh 6FhooO is GeaOinJ 
with an oXtEreak of SertXssis� a 
hiJhO\ FontaJioXs SreYentaEOe 
Gisease� with three Fases oYer the 
Sast two weeks�
7he 0aine &enter for 'is-

ease &ontroO anG 3reYention on 
:eGnesGa\ FonÀrPeG the oXt-
Ereak� whiFh is GeÀneG as three 
or Pore Fases of an infeFtioXs Gis-
ease at one OoFation in a FOose tiPe 
fraPe� 0aine has the hiJhest rate 
of SertXssis in the FoXntr\� anG is 
reSortinJ ��� Fases throXJh 2Fto-
Eer of this \ear�
7he state reForGeG ��� Fases in 
����� anG 0aine·s SertXssis rate 
of ����� Fases Ser ������� was 
Pore than eiJht tiPes the nation-
aO aYeraJe�
6o far in ����� �� SerFent of aOO 
SertXssis Fases oFFXrreG in FhiO-
Gren aJes ��-��� the 0aine &'& 
saiG�
´:e Fare GeeSO\ aEoXt stXGent 

heaOth anG are PonitorinJ oXr 
stXGents FOoseO\ for s\PStoPs 
whiOe at sFhooO�µ %eFk\ )oOe\� sX-
SerintenGent for 568 �� saiG in a 
Oetter to Sarents� ´3ertXssis is an 
infeFtion that affeFts the airwa\s� 
anG sSreaGs easiO\ froP Serson to 
Serson E\ FoXJhinJ or snee]inJ�µ
3ertXssis is a EaFteriaO infeFtion 

that FaXses a YioOent FoXJh that 
Fan triJJer YoPitinJ anG e[haXs-
tion� 7he FoXJh ² known FoPPon-
O\ as whooSinJ FoXJh ² Fan Oast 
XS to �� weeks anG Fan Ee treateG 
with antiEiotiFs� (OGerO\ SeoSOe 
anG EaEies too \oXnJ to Ee YaFFi-
nateG are esSeFiaOO\ YXOneraEOe to 
serioXs Fases� whiFh Pa\ reTXire 
hosSitaOi]ation anG Fan OeaG to 
Geath�
2ther SertXssis oXtEreaks in 
���� oFFXrreG in 3ortOanG� )aO-
PoXth anG 6aFo sFhooOs�
0aine·s Oow YaFFination rates 

are a FontriEXtinJ faFtor for wh\ 

The state’s whooping cough 
rate in 2018 was more than 
eight times the U.S. average 
– the highest in the nation.

Freeport High 
reports 3 cases 
of pertussis in 
past 2 weeks

Staff Report
3arents who tXrn to the 
3ress +eraOG 7o\ )XnG soPe-
tiPes haYe a harG tiPe oYer-
FoPinJ their SriGe anG ask-
inJ for heOS�
%Xt the SriGe the\ haYe in 

their FhiOGren is eYen Pore 
SowerfXO�

Letters Sarents write aEoXt 
their faPiOies often inFOXGe 
Oots of GetaiOs aEoXt their FhiO-
Gren anG wh\ the\ GeserYe a 
haSS\ &hristPas MXst Oike eY-
er\ other FhiOG� $nG it seePs 
that soPe Sarents siPSO\ 
want the fXnG·s Gonors anG 
YoOXnteers to know soPe 
thinJs aEoXt the FhiOGren 
the\ are heOSinJ�
2ne SroXG Sarent wrote 

that her FhiOGren ´keeS their 
EeGrooPs FOean anG their 

EeGs PaGe�µ
$nother wrote that her 
FhiOG is ´an ¶$· stXGent�µ anG 
another that her FhiOG ´heOSs 
Xs at hoPe with siEOinJs�µ
2ne Pother GesFriEeG her 
SresFhooOer E\ writinJ that 
she ´OoYes PXsiF anG GanFinJ 
anG is a Yer\� sweet� enerJet-

Proud parents ask for help 
so children can be children

Photo courtesy of Maine State Police
Maine State Police troopers survey the scene of a crash 
late Tuesday on Interstate 95 in Burnham. A tour bus for 
the Nebraska Theatre Caravan had been carrying about 
40 people to a performance in Orono when it overturned 
and came to rest down an embankment. Dispatches, C4

4 INJURED IN WALDO COUNTY 
AFTER BUS DRIVER FALLS ASLEEP

SEN. ANGUS 
KING

SEN. SUSAN 
COLLINS

Please see TOY FUND, Page C6

Please see GOALS, Page C6

Please see CASES, Page C6

Please see CLIMATE, Page C6

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 1 • 12:30-3:00 p.m.

Self-guided Tours and Information Presentations
with Administrators & Faculty

1501 S. 48th St.
mercyhigh.org

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2015 • SUNRISE FINAL

INSIDE

Murder, he wrote
Horror fans take their pick of the best,
worst and downright weirdest film
adaptations of Stephen King’s work. Go

Trump and Carson fade
into background at times,
while Cruz and Rubio
steal the spotlight

BOULDER, Colo. (AP) —
Marco Rubio bid forcefully
for control of the Republican
Party’s establishment wing in
Wednesday night’s third GOP
debate, deflecting jabs from Jeb
Bush, who desperately sought to
right his campaign.

Insurgent outsiders Donald
Trump and Ben Carson defend-
ed the seriousness of their White
House efforts, underscoring the
two-track fight for the party’s
presidential nomination.

But in a two-hour debate
focused on economic policy,
Trump and Carson at times fad-
ed to the background.

Less than 100 days before the
Iowa caucuses, no Republican
candidate appears ready to seize
control. The debate ended with
a handful of winners — Rubio,
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz — and
one clear loser, Bush.

Trump didn’t hurt himself but
isn’t likely to surge on his per-
formance. Carson’s lack of spe-
cifics could give voters pause,
but his understated demeanor
has appeal.

Bush, whose campaign just
announced steps to retrench
amid stagnant poll numbers and
slowing contributions, delivered
on expectations that he would
target Rubio. But Bush was
met with a swift counterpunch
that raised new questions about
his viability in a race in which
he once was considered the
front-runner.

Rubio, by contrast, used
the debate to cast himself as
someone who understands mid-
dle-class concerns about student
debt and income. By taking
down Bush, he blunted an entire
line of questioning about his
withdrawal from the daily work
of the Senate.

And Cruz, who used the event
as a chance to tout a new flat-tax
proposal, led a charge from

REPUBLICAN DEBATE

Middle of
pack breaks
out as front
hangs back

CRUZ A HIT IN THE BLUFFS
Debate watchers impressed with
Texan’s fire, not so much with
Bush’s low-key tack. Page 4A

FACTCHECK
How did candidates’ statements
match up with reality? Page 4A

CAMPAIGN TRACKER
See who’s in the race and what
they’ve had to say on the issues.
Omaha.com/2016

BY STEVE LIEWER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After decades of paying almost
nothing to lease 172 acres at Des
Moines International Airport, the
Iowa Air National Guard’s 132nd
Wing is facing a rent increase that
could cost the military up to $5
million a year.

The Guard is battling the Des
Moines Airport Authority over the
validity of its $1-a-year lease for
office space, hangars, apron and
parking. The 85-year lease was
signed in 1975.

The airport authority is stuck in
the middle of a nationwide tussle be-
tween the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and the Air Force.

If the FAA wins, the Pentagon

could be forced to fork over tens
of millions in fees each year from
budgets already reduced because of
federal budget cuts. If the Air Force
prevails, local airports won’t get po-
tential revenue that could help them
cover expenses — including new
costs for fire-rescue services that
the military no longer provides.

“The Department of Defense is
coming in and taking property,” said
Kevin Foley, executive director and
general manager of the Des Moines
Airport Authority. “This is a ques-
tion of fairness. Why is it incumbent
on this airport, or any airport, to
fund national defense?”

FAA officials want the airport
authority to begin charging the

By not �ying over Des Moines,
Iowa Guard could see rent soar

See Lease: Page 2

Gavel and gridlock
almost certainly
await Paul Ryan
The House will hold a final
vote today on the Wisconsin
Republican’s speaker bid,
on the heels of approving
a two-year budget accord
pushed by outgoing Speaker
John Boehner. Page 3A

Shop has desserts of every stripe
In west Omaha, you’ll find a cupcake joint
that refuses to be pigeonholed. Living

Omaha forecast
High: 54 Low: 35 Sunny, mainly clear
Full weather report: Page 6B
On Omaha.com: the latest updates
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» Cabela’s and Elliott
Management at a
glance. Page 2A
» A primer on “activist
investors.” Page 2A
» World-Herald
business editor Brad
Davis on the possibility
of big changes for
the Nebraska-based
company. Video on
Omaha.com/money

THE PLAYERS,
THE POSSIBILITIES

new stores. Now, it might be
forced to do much more than that
after hedge fund Elliott Man-
agement Corp. announced that it
owns 11.1 percent of the Sidney,
Nebraska-based retailer.

Elliott said Cabela’s shares
are “significantly undervalued.”
Some of the options that Elliott
and stock analysts mentioned to
jump-start the stock:

» selling the company as a
whole

» putting the company’s re-

al-estate portfolio — including its
stores — up for sale

» spinning off the company’s
valuable credit-card business

Big changes could have an out-
sized impact on the Sidney area,
where the company employs
more than 2,000 people. The city,
which is about 400 miles west of
Omaha, is home to 6,800 people.
Cabela’s is No. 663 on Fortune
Magazine’s list of the 1,000
largest companies in the United

Targeted for transformation

S A R A H H O F F M A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Saying Cabela’s is “significantly undervalued,” a hedge fund has taken a major stake in the company and could request big changes to push the stock higher.

ONLY IN THE WORLD�HERALD

With 11 percent stake, investor buys a big seat at the table
BY PAIGE YOWELL

AND BARBARA SODERLIN

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Cabela’s could be forced to
sell itself, or carve the company
into pieces, after a New York
investor disclosed a big stake in
the outdoor retailer Wednesday,
saying it intends to push for
changes.

Cabela’s has struggled recent-
ly with flagging sales. It said
earlier this month that it would
shelve part of its plans to open See Cabela’s: Page 2

See Debate: Page 4

K.C.
batmen

flying en
route to
Gotham

A year ago, Alex Gordon
had just seen a World

Series slip away. Today,
“the rock” of the team

heads to NYC up two
games, feeling good.

Dirk Chatelain, Sports
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February 6, 2021

MAINE COVID-19 
VACCINE TRACKER

1ST DOSES GIVEN .........130,551 
Percent of Maine’s population ....9.71%

2ND DOSES GIVEN .........46,410 
Percent of Maine’s population ...3.45%

SOURCES: Maine Center for Disease 
Control and U.S. Census Bureau

By RACHEL OHM
Staff Writer

Failure to require employee health 
screenings, masking, social distancing 
and other safeguards led to one of the 
state’s largest single-site COVID-19 out-
breaks this summer at the York County 
Jail, according to a new report initiated 
by the sheriff and county commissioners.

The jail operated on the false belief that 
once inmates entered the system with a 
negative COVID test they would be safe 
from infection, but that overlooked the 
risk of employees bringing the virus into 
the facility, which is exactly what hap-

YORK COUNTY JAIL

Report confirms 
failure to enforce 
masks, protocols 
led to outbreak
Precautions like social distancing 

largely were ignored in the run-up 

to a spike infecting 107 people.

By MEGAN GRAY
Staff Writer

A Lebanon man held racist beliefs 
and espoused the baseless view that 
former President Donald Trump lost 
the 2020 election because of voter 
fraud, even offering on social media 
to lead a caravan to Washington, 
D.C., for what became the deadly riot 
at the U.S. Capitol last month, ac-
cording to an afidavit iled in federal 

court this week.
“If a call went 

out for able bodies, 
would there be an 
answer?” read a 
December Face-
book post signed 
with the name 
“Kyle Fitzsimons.”

Fitzsimons, 37, is 
the irst Mainer to 
be prosecuted for 
his alleged partici-
pation in the Jan. 6 
insurrection. He ap-
peared in U.S. Dis-
trict Court of Maine 
for the irst time 

Friday. He is charged with assault 
on a federal police oficer, knowingly 
entering or remaining in a restrict-
ed building without lawful authority, 
violent entry and disorderly conduct 
on Capitol grounds, and attempting 
to obstruct law enforcement during 
a civil disorder, according to docu-
ments iled Thursday.

Five people died as a result of the 
violence, including Capitol Police Of-

Kyle Fitzsimons, 37, is the first 

from the state to face charges 

in connection with the Jan. 6 

insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

Maine man 
charged in 
riot echoed 
fraud claims, 
racist views 

KYLE 
FITZSIMONS
Lebanon man 
is charged with 
crimes including 
assault on a 
federal officer

Brianna Soukup/Staff Photographer

Tony Napolitano works out at Beyond Strength. The pandemic has halved membership at the Falmouth gym, from 
160 to about 70, and Maine’s COVID-19 restrictions mean the 4,000-square-foot space can serve 10 people at a time.

Marty Reichenthal/Associated Press

By ERIC RUSSELL
Staff Writer

Maine’s Department of 
Health and Human Services 
and a group of plaintiffs with 
severe mental health and psy-
chiatric needs have reached an 
agreement that could end 30 

years of court oversight of state 
mental health services.

A new report from Daniel 
Wathen, the court master over-
seeing a 1990 consent decree 
involving the former Augusta 
Mental Health Institute, out-
lines standards designed to en-

sure that mental health clients 
receive services promptly and 
that service providers are held 
accountable.

If the state meets the stan-
dards in at least four out of six 
consecutive quarters, it can 
petition to dissolve the court 
injunction that has guided 
Maine’s treatment of its men-
tally ill population.

Gov. Janet Mills announced 
the agreement Friday after-
noon.

“The creation of the AMHI 
consent decree three decades 
ago marked the beginning of a 
long and necessary process to 
improve Maine’s mental health 
system. It has touched the 

Deal may end court oversight of mental health services
The state could move on from a consent decree dating 

to 1990 if it achieves standards agreed to by plaintiffs.

WEATHER:
Breezy,  

sunny 
High 39

Details, A10
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CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER
1929 — 2021

The Canadian actor who died 
at 91 had a 50-year career 
onstage and in film, best 

known as the icy patriarch of 
the von Trapp family in “The 
Sound of Music” / Story, B8

CONFRONTING THE PANDEMIC

ELEMENTS 
OF BIDEN'S 
PROPOSAL

■ $1,400 checks 
for Americans of 
low or moderate 

income levels 

■ $350 billion 
for state, local 
governments

■ $170 billion 
to help schools 
reopen safely

■ $160 billion 
for testing, aid to 
hospitals, vaccine 
distribution, PPE 

■ $25 billion in 
rental assistance 

■ $400 a week 
in expanded 

jobless benefits

By GLENN JORDAN
Staff Writer

February is normally a 
busy month in Maine’s it-
ness industry.

Most New Year’s resolu-
tions are still going strong. 
High school athletes are 
training for their sports. The 

weather generally hinders 
outdoor workouts that don’t 
involve skis or skates.

“We’re getting busier,” 
said Peter Clark of Beyond 
Strength, a gym in Falmouth, 
“but it’s not anywhere near 
where we were before.”

The coronavirus pandemic 

prompted state oficials to 
close gyms and itness cen-
ters for nearly three months 
last spring. Some never re-
opened. Others are hang-
ing on. Few are lourishing, 
given restrictions that limit 

Struggling fitness centers point to low COVID-19 transmission 
rates as they urge the state to rein in occupancy restrictions.

Maine gyms hope regulators 
will go with a lighter weight 

By JEFF STEIN,  
ERICA WERNER  

and RACHEL SIEGEL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The 
House of Representatives 
voted largely along party 
lines to approve a budget 
plan on Friday that will 
pave the way for Congress 
to quickly pass President 
Biden’s stimulus plan with-
out votes from congressional 

Republicans.
The House voted 219-209 

to approve the budget plan, 
which the Senate had al-
ready passed early Friday 
morning, beginning the pro-
cess of turning Biden’s stim-
ulus proposal into legisla-
tion. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., said Friday 
she aims to pass Biden’s 

Partisan votes in Congress clear 
way for filibuster-proof relief bill

Evan Vucci/Associated Press

The president is setting the stage for passing his relief 
bill through an arcane “budget reconciliation” process.
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OOB ARMED ROBBER flees without cash after confrontation / B3

By GILLIAN GRAHAM
and JOE LAWLOR 

Staff Writers

Sanford schools are reporting a pertussis 
outbreaN, with four confirmed cases at Mar-
garet Chase Smith primary school and two 
cases at Sanford Junior High School. 

Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, 
remains a significant and persistent public 
health threat in Maine, especially for infants 
too young to be immuni]ed or for children 
who can’t get vaccinations because they 
have childhood diseases such as leuNemia�

Maine had the third-highest pertussis rate in 
the nation – 18.3 per 100,000 residents in 2016, 
the latest year for which nationwide compari-
sons are available, according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

,n a letter sent to parents :ednesday, 
school officials warned that pertussis is a 
highly contagious, violent cough that can 
persist for months, and can be deadly to in-
fants.

An outbreaN is defined as three or more 
cases in one place ² such as a school, dormi-
tory or worNplace�

Maine has e[perienced sNy-righ pertussis 
rates for several years, and Maine schools 
have one of the worst vaccination rates in 
the country, according to vaccination data re-
leased by the Maine Center for 'isease Con-
trol and Prevention and the federal CDC, in 
part because Maine maNes it relatively easy 
for parents to opt out of school-required vac-
cines.

In spring 2017, several schools in the state 
reported pertussis cases in letters sent home 
to parents, including *reely in Cumberland, 
:aynflete in Portland, and schools in Yar-
mouth and South Portland� Students can be 
Nept out of classes for �� days if they have an 
infectious disease.

Margaret Chase Smith primary school’s 
kindergarten vaccination opt-out rate for 
nonmedical reasons was 5�� percent in �0��-

Pertussis cases 
reported at two 
Sanford schools
Officials alert parents to an outbreak 
of the cough, for which Maine lags 
much of the U.S. in vaccination rates.

Pertussis cases in Maine

83

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

49 80 53 205

737

332

557

281 256

410

SOURCE: Maine Center for Disease Control
STAFF GRAPHIC | MICHAEL FISHER

Please see COUGH, Page B2

By ETHAN ANDREWS
Republican Journal

BELFAST — A Wisconsin 
man led officers on a high-
speed chase from %elfast to 
Searsport on Monday night, 
police said.

Authorities received a call 
about �0��0 p�m� from a down-
town %elfast pub saying a man 
had ordered a beer, paid for it 
and then walked outside with 
his can of Bud Light and had 
driven away over the protests 
of a bartender who followed 
him, %elfast Police Chief MiNe 
Mc)adden said�

´7he bartender heard him 
say, ¶, gotta do what , gotta do,’ 
and he drove off,µ Mc)adden 
said.

7he man, identified as /uNe 
Mor]enti of *ile, :isconsin, 
was reported to be driving a 
small vehicle with a canoe on 
the roof. Belfast police inter-
cepted him on 5oute � near 
Wentworth Event Center, and, 
suspecting him of being into[-

icated, asNed him to get out of 
the car.

Mor]enti refused, Mc)adden 
said, and while officers were 
talNing to him, he put the car in 
gear and sped off toward Sear-
sport. A short distance down 
the road, he shut off his head-
lights and tried to outrun the 
police� Mc)adden said Mor]en-
ti reached speeds between 70 
and �00 mph and twice crossed 
into the opposite lane, nearly 
colliding with oncoming traffic�

%elfast officers in two cruis-
ers tailed Mor]enti and called 
ahead to Searsport police. 
7he department had a cruiser 
parNed on Main Street and the 
officer turned on its emergency 
lights. Within sight of the cruis-
er, Mc)adden said, Mor]enti 
turned left into the parking lot 
of Harborlight Square apart-
ments, which does not have 
another e[it�

“It’s unclear if he knew where 
he was going,µ Mc)adden said, 
´but ultimately it proved to be a 
bad choice.”

%elieving Mor]enti to be a 
possible threat, police took cov-
er with guns drawn and shout-
ed at Mor]enti to get out of his 
vehicle� Mc)adden said Mor]-

Wisconsin 
man drinks 
beer, followed 
by a chaser
Police say he walked out 
of a Belfast pub with his 
Bud Light, then led them 
on a high-speed pursuit.

Luke 
Morzenti 
said ‘I gotta 
do what I 
gotta do,’ 
moments 
before the 
chase, said 
a Belfast 
bartender.

Please see CHASE, Page B2

By JOCELYN VAN SAUN
The Forecaster

YA5M287H ³ 7he 7own 
Council is scheduled to vote 
7hursday on a proposal to col-
lect guns from residents who 
want to give them up�

Under the resolve, the town 
would designate a day that res-
idents can turn in unwanted 
firearms and ammunition to 
the Police 'epartment, volun-
tarily and without compensa-
tion.

'rafted by Councilor 7im 

Shannon, the measure would 
direct 7own Manager 1at 7up-
per to spend as much as ��,000 
from budgeted but unused pub-
lic safety funds to advertise and 
promote the gun collection day� 
Guns that are turned in would 
be safely destroyed�

Police Chief Michael Morrill 
said he would like to wait until 
at least May before holding the 
collection.

´:e’re pretty short-handed 
right now and it’s going to take 
some time to get it organi]ed,µ 
he said, adding that the depart-
ment, liNe others in Maine, al-
ready accepts unwanted guns 
or ammunition at any time� He 
said the department accepted 
si[ to �0 firearms in the past 

year without any formal collec-
tion event.

Two handguns were turned 
in last weeN along with a rifle 
found in a dumpster, he said� 

´7here does seem to be some 
population of unwanted guns 
in this town,” Shannon said. 
´7hat gives me great concern�µ

Similar gun collection events 
have been organi]ed before in 
Maine, including after the San-
dy HooN (lementary school 
shootings in 'ecember �0��� 
:hile police say unwanted 
guns can fall into the wrong 
hands and become a public 
safety risN, the collections are 
sometimes critici]ed as polit-
ically motivated attempts to 
promote gun control� 

Some Maine police depart-
ments, including Yarmouth’s, 
set up a joint collection event 
in 2013 in which the collected 
guns were sold to a dealer to 
raise money for charity rather 
than having them destroyed 
and generating criticism from 
people who don’t want the gov-
ernment limiting access to fire-
arms� 

Councilors -im Mac/eod and 
5obert :aeldner opposed the 
proposal in Yarmouth during 
a meeting last weeN� Mac/eod 
called it a ´slippery slopeµ and 
“divisive.”

´, don’t thinN it’s something 
government should do,µ he 

Yarmouth mulls gun collection event
Town councilors will vote 
Thursday on designating 
a day for people to drop 
off unwanted firearms.

Please see GUNS, Page B2

By MATT BYRNE
Staff Writer

A 7opsham tanning salon was 
robbed at gunpoint 7uesday 
evening, police said. 

A man described as between 
6 feet and 6 feet, 2 inches tall, 
wearing a long, hooded sweat-
shirt and with his face covered, 
entered Sun 7an City in the 

7opsham )air Mall about ���� 
p�m�, displayed what appeared 
to be a semiautomatic hand-
gun and demanded money� 

He fled with an unspecified 
amount of cash� Police tried to 
track the suspect with a police 
dog but were unsuccessful.

A statement by 7opsham po-
lice made no mention of wheth-

er the robbery is believed to be 
connected to a string of 10 hold-
ups throughout Greater Port-
land since March �0� 

7opsham police 'etective 
MarN /a)ountain said he has 
communicated with an )%, 
task force working with local 
police to solve the string of rob-
beries, and is operating under 
the presumption that the Sun 
7an City robbery is connected 
to the others until facts prove 

otherwise.
LaFountain said he spent 

:ednesday running down 
leads and looking for surveil-
lance footage that might prove 
helpful. There was no footage 
available from the tanning sa-
lon, and LaFountain said he 
does not e[pect to release any 
video from the robbery at this 
time� 

Each of the previous rob-

Armed man robs Topsham tanning salon
Police say they’re presuming the holdup is linked to a 
string of 10 other recent thefts in Greater Portland.

Please see ROBBERY, Page B2

By RACHEL OHM
and AMY CALDER

Staff Writers

Gov. Paul LePage has gone to bat 
for embattled :aterville Mayor 1icN 
,sgro, saying in a letter sent to the 
president of Skowhegan Savings 
%anN that it was a mistaNe to dismiss 
Isgro over a controversial tweet in 
which he critici]ed a school shooting 
survivor.

´Your decision to discharge 1icN 
,sgro is a mistaNe you will liNely 
come to regret,µ /ePage, a former 
two-term 5epublican mayor of :a-
terville, said in a letter to banN C(2 
and President John Witherspoon. 
´You have fallen prey to the leftist 
hate ideology that refuses to recog-
ni]e free speech�µ

Witherspoon, who is not aware of 
any business between the state and 
the banN, said :ednesday that it was 
Isgro’s decision to leave the bank. Is-
gro could not be reached :ednesday 
to confirm that� 

/ePage confirmed in a phone inter-

view late 7uesday that he did email 
the letter to :itherspoon, a copy of 
which was posted on the Facebook 
page of the :aterville 5epublican 
Party� 

,sgro ignited controversy after 
tweeting “Eat it, Hogg,” in reference 
to Parkland, Florida, school shooting 
survivor 'avid Hogg� 7he 5epubli-
can mayor, using his personal 7wit-
ter account, was responding to a sto-
ry that )o[ 1ews would continue to 
bacN host /aura ,ngraham after she 
made disparaging remarNs about 

LePage slams bank for firing mayor 
over a tweet, but CEO says it didn’t

The executive says Nick Isgro 
decided to leave his position 
after the controversy erupted.

Michael G. Seamans/Morning Sentinel

Waterville Mayor Nick Isgro 
evades reporters’ questions 
about his recent social media 
controversy Tuesday night. Please see ISGRO, Page B2

Staff photo by Brianna Soukup 
Deering High School Principal Gregg Palmer, center, dances as part of a performance during the second annual drag 
show put on Wednesday night by the school’s Gender Sexuality Alliance. “This is all about them,” Palmer said of the 
group. “They are brave and they encourage the rest of us to be brave.”

STEPPING IT UP



By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

Maine tops the nation for the rate 
at which it is getting residents fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19.

The Bloomberg News vaccine 
tracker, which draws on data from 
state and federal governments, 
showed Friday that 31.5 percent of 
Maine’s 1.3 million residents are 
fully vaccinated with both doses 
of Moderna or Pizer vaccines or 
the one-shot Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. The U.S. average is 24.3 
percent fully vaccinated, while 
Georgia is the state vaccinating its 
people the slowest, with 17.9 per-
cent getting their inal doses.

But the vaccinations aren’t yet 
driving Maine’s daily case num-
bers down. The state reported 572 

Maine leads U.S. in COVID-19 vaccination rate
Even with 31% of residents fully vaccinated, new cases in the state topped 500 for a fourth straight day Friday.
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A special investigation into 
how the Maine State Police 

keep officer misdeeds secret

Gregory Rec/Staff Photographer

A girl watches a combination of sleet and snowfall Friday as Matt Gauthier, a U.S. Postal Service carrier, 
delivers mail to the Graham Street home in Biddeford. Parts of western and southern Maine got 1 to 3 inches 

of snow, which caused hundreds of outages. Wet roads also contributed to nine vehicle crashes. Story, B1

HEAVY, WET SNOW IN APRIL 

By RACHEL OHM  
and ERIC RUSSELL

Staff Writers

Bowdoin College in Brunswick 
will require all of its staff and stu-
dents to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 for the fall semester, the 
irst Maine college or university 
to take a step that is becoming in-
creasingly common across the U.S.

“In order to ensure that our cam-

pus is as safe as possible for all of 
us and for our neighbors, we will 
require all members of the cam-
pus community to be fully vacci-
nated for COVID-19,” Bowdoin 
President Clayton Rose wrote in a 
letter to the community Friday.

Proof of vaccination will be re-
quired by Aug. 13 for students and 

Students and staff will have to provide proof of vaccination, 

but the school will grant religious and medical exemptions.

Bowdoin is Maine’s first college 
mandating inoculations this fall

Percent of 
population 
fully vaccinated

SOURCE: Bloomberg
STAFF GRAPHIC | MICHAEL FISHER

Top 5 states

Bottom 5 states

31.5%
31.3%
31.2%

30.9%
30.4%

20.5%
19.4%
18.7%
18.5%
17.9%

Maine
New Mexico
Alaska
Rhode Island
Connecticut

Mississippi
Tennessee
Alabama
Utah
Georgia
U.S. average 24.3%

CONFRONTING THE PANDEMIC

MAINE COVID-19 
VACCINE TRACKER
1ST DOSES GIVEN ............551,235 
Percent of Maine’s population ...41.01%

FULLY VACCINATED ....  412,852 
Percent of Maine’s population .. 30.71%

Full vaccination includes single-shot vaccines 

SOURCES: Maine Center for Disease
Control and U.S. Census Bureau

CMMC in Lewiston: Hospitalizations spike to worst level 
since January peak as more young people become infected / B1

By TUX TURKEL
Staff Writer

An expired term on the 
three-member Maine Public Util-
ities Commission is giving Gov. 
Janet Mills an opportunity to ad-
vance her climate change mitiga-
tion agenda with a key nomination 
to a panel with an outsize inlu-
ence on state energy policy.

The six-year term of Bruce Wil-
liamson, an economist who was 
nominated by former Gov. Paul 
LePage in 2015, ended in March. 
Mills already has begun inter-
viewing candidates for the posi-
tion, although their names have 
not been disclosed.

And while the governor is under 
no speciic deadline, she is like-
ly to make a decision before the 
Legislature is set to adjourn in 
late June. The nomination is sub-
ject to review by the Legislature’s 

A LePage appointee’s term 

has ended, and Gov. Mills is 

likely to nominate someone 

by June for an agency with 

huge power to shape policy.

PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION

Open energy 
post offers 
Mills chance 
to advance 
climate goals

By MIKE LOWE
Staff Writer

Dick Goan has assigned um-
pires for high school and middle 
school softball games in south-
ern Maine for the past 30 years.

As recently as 2017, he had a pool 
of 90 umpires 
to work with. 
This spring, 
it’s down to 56 
– with just one 
new recruit.

“We are short-handed,” said 
Goan, 84, who umpired games 
himself until turning 80. “It’s 
universal. I don’t care who the 
assigners are. You will ind it in 
every sport in Maine. There’s no 
question the numbers are low.”

As the spring sports season 

High school game officials in short supply
Ranks were exceptionally thin even before the pandemic. ‘This keeps us awake,’ one referee says.
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Girls’ lacrosse 
official Jeremy 
Anderson watches 
a game between 
Windham and 
Biddeford earlier 
this month. Some 
spring sports may 
not have enough 
officials to cover 
all games.

Shawn Patrick Ouellette/
Staff Photographer

Social 
distancing
This spring,  
home plate 
umpires won’t 
squat directly 
behind the 
catcher#/#B10
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GUNMAN KILLS 8 
FBI had interviewed man who 
went on rampage at FedEx 
facility in Indiana / A2
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POLICE FIND Lubec woman dead in trunk, charge boyfriend with murder / B2

By EDWARD D. MURPHY
Staff Writer

The primary runway at 
the Portland Internation-
al Jetport will be closed 
for nearly two months this 
spring for rehabilitation 
work, leading to a change 
in air trafic over Portland, 
South Portland, Scarbor-
ough and Westbrook.

Jetport oficials said the 
primary runway, which 
runs roughly east-west, will 
be closed from April 18 to 

June 13, with 
all air trafic 
during that 
time using the 
airport’s sec-
ondary, north-
south runway. 
In addition, 
the airport will 
be closed to 
all ixed-wing 
aircraft from 
10:30 p.m. to 
5:30 a.m. from 

May 16 to June 13 for work 
rehabilitating the runway 
intersection, oficials said.

A website, portlandjetport.
org/runway, has been set up 
to carry information about 
the project, and oficials 
said details about the new 
light paths will be posted 
on the site as they are i-
nalized by air trafic control 
oficials.

The runway rehab work is 
done once every 15 years, 
jetport oficials said, and in-
volves milling the 7,200-foot-
long surface, conducting 
a pavement overlay and 
upgrading primary runway 
lighting to LEDs. Work on 
the $13.7 million project will 
be performed by Pike In-
dustries and is being paid 
for by the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the state 
and the airport.

“We recognize that for 
eight weeks this spring we 
will be impacting many 
neighbors that don’t nor-

JETPORT

Primary 
runway 
will close 
for nearly 
2 months

By RAY ROUTHIER
Staff Writer

Country singer Scotty Mc-
Creery will perform at the 
Carnaval ME winter festival 
in Portland next month.

McCreery will appear on 
the festival’s stage on the 
Eastern Promenade on 
Feb. 26, Shamrock Sports 
and Entertainment, the 
event organizer, announced 
Wednesday.

McCreery irst gained na-
tional recognition by win-
ning the music competition 

show “American Idol” in 
2011. The 10-day festival’s 
slate of entertainment will 
kick off Feb. 18 with a show 
by Maine-based band The 
Ghost of Paul Revere.

Other local and regional 
performers scheduled to 
play during the festival in-
clude Motor Booty Affair, 
rePercussion, Time Pilots, 
Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun, Pete Kilpatrick Band, 
Hello Newman, Jason 
Spooner Band, VIVA and 
the Reinforcements, Maine 

Academy of Modern Mu-
sic, Maddy’s Theatre and 
Firely of Penobscot Na-
tion. Concerts will start at 
7 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m., 
according to Carnaval ME 
organizers.

Proof of vaccination or 
a recent negative test is 
required at the festival en-
trance, according to the 
Carnaval ME website. Gen-
eral admission is $15 while 
Bites and Brews tickets, 
pairing local chefs’ creation 
with local craft beer, are $65.

Carnaval ME is scheduled 
for Feb. 17-26 and will fea-
ture food, craft beers, ice 
sculpting, skiing and snow-
boarding demonstrations, 
train rides and entertain-
ment. Portland city council-
ors unanimously approved 
an order setting the festival 
dates and reserving the site 
at their Oct. 4 meeting.

This will be the second 
Carnaval ME and will be 
a considerable expansion 

Country singer Scotty McCreery will perform at Carnaval ME
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Above, Scarborough residents Larry Litten, left, 
Don Salvatore and Michael Diggins measure beach 
erosion and accretion using the “Emery Method” at 
Higgins Beach on Wednesday. At left, Salvatore helps 
with measurements that the volunteers take once a 
month as a part of the Maine Geological Survey.
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Air traffic patterns 

will shift this spring as 

takeoffs and landings 

are diverted to the 

north-south runway.

Scott 
McCreery, 
the 2011 
“American 
Idol” winner, 
will play on 
the Eastern 
Promenade 
on Feb. 26. 
Carnaval 
ME winter 
festivities 
will be held 
over 10 days 
in Portland.
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roughly 
east-west, 
will be 
closed  
April 18  
to June 13.

By MATT BYRNE
Staff Writer

South Portland has hired a new chief 
of police, its third in three years.

Daniel J. Ahern, currently the depu-
ty chief in Chelmsford, Massachusetts, 
will take the helm Feb. 1, South Port-
land City Manger Scott Morrelli said 
Wednesday.

Ahern succeeds Timothy Sheehan, 
who resigned in April 2021, 15 months 
after he replaced longtime chief Ed-
ward Googins. Since then, police oper-
ations have been led by interim Chief 

South Portland 
hires new police 
chief from Mass.By KATHLEEN O’BRIEN

The Times Record

The future USS Lyndon B. 
Johnson, the third and inal 
Zumwalt-class destroyer, 
left Bath Iron Works at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesday, marking 
the end of the Zumwalt con-
struction program.

The ship is on its way to 
the Huntington Ingalls In-
dustries in Mississippi to 
have its combat systems in-
stalled, according to Marjo-

Last high-tech Zumwalt-class stealth 
destroyer leaves from Bath Iron Works

Courtesy of Bath Iron Works

The departure of the future USS Lyndon B. Johnson on Wednesday marks the end of a 
tumultuous period that saw just three out of a planned 32 vessels in the class built. Please see CHIEF, Page B4

Please see SHIP, Page B4

By PETER McGUIRE
Staff Writer

Two members of Maine’s 
congressional delegation 
pressed the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice for answers this week 
after increasing reports 
about delays and disrup-
tions with regular mail de-
livery in southern Maine.

Residents of Saco, Cape 

Elizabeth, Falmouth and 
elsewhere have complained 
in recent weeks that regu-
lar mail is being delayed for 
days or goes undelivered 
entirely.

The U.S. Postal Service 
blamed high volumes of 
parcels during the holiday 
season and COVID-19 infec-
tions among letter carriers 

for the mail disruptions.
Unions representing 

postal workers pointed in-
stead to a dwindling Postal 
Service workforce facing 
breakdown because of back-
breaking work schedules.

“We’ve been short-staffed 
for years, and we’ve been 
on a downward spiral and 
asking postal management 
to start doing something,” 
said Mark Seitz, president 
of National Association of 

Letter Carriers Branch 92. 
“They want to blame it on 
coronavirus, but this start-
ed way before that.”

Democratic Rep. Chellie 
Pingree said her ofice re-
ceives dozens of complaints 
about mail either not being 
delivered or suffering de-
lays, with some letters ar-
riving weeks behind.

In response, Pingree said, 
she supported a House 
resolution to suspend new 

standards and postal rates 
implemented by Postmas-
ter General Louis DeJoy 
pending an investigation.

DeJoy, a former logistics 
executive and major Repub-
lican campaign donor, was 
named head of the Postal 
Service by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump. He has 
been a target of Democrats 
for his management of the 
Postal Service, including 
changes that delayed mail 

before the 2020 election.
“(DeJoy) has implement-

ed policies that are delib-
erately slowing down mail, 
eroding the integrity and 
reliability of America’s be-
loved Postal Service,” Pin-
gree said in a news release 
Wednesday. “Americans all 
over the country are feeling 
the impact of Postmaster 
DeJoy’s misguided leader-

Pingree, Collins press postmaster for answers on mail delays
The lawmakers seek action after some Mainers 

say regular mail is arriving days late or not at all.
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